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State of Few %nrk

No. 1485,

IN SENATE,

- ATBDTURrY T, 1865.
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Introduced on notice by Mr. WHITE—read twice', and referred to the com-
mittees on literature and agriculture.

AN -ACT

To establish the Cornell University, and to appropriate to it
the income of the sale of public lands granted to this
_State by Congress, on the second day of July elghteen
hundred and smty—two (d f1dx

1/’ ;> 2 5 £ O/ -
’f"/”‘ ,/»/ ¥ b (‘,r,f:’

I’he Peop]e of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assembly, do
enact as follows:

1 Secrion 1. Kzra Cornell, William Kelly, Horace Greely, Josiah B.
Williams, William Andrus, John MeGraw, UeorgeW. Schuyler, Hiram
Sibley, J. Meredith Read, John M. Parker, and such other persons as may
be associated Witn them for that purpose, are hereby created a body pol-

itic and corporate, to be known as the Cornell Un1vers1ty, thch univer-
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sity shall be located in the town of Ithaca The obJect of the corporatlon

A

hereby created, is the cultivation of the arts and sciences and of litera-

ture, and the instruction in agriculture, the mechanic "arts and military
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tactics, and in all knowledge ; and it shall have all the rights and privi-
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leges necessary to the accomplishment of the objects of its creation as it
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11 is herein declared, and in the performance of its duties shall be subject to
12 the provisions and may exercise the powers enumerated and set forth in

[Senate, No. 145.] i (K. 204.)
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13 the second artmle of the fifteenth chapter, title one of the Revised Stat-

14 utes of the state of New York

‘

1 § 2 ”'fhe persons named in the ﬁrst section of this act, shall-be-the
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9 ﬁxgthaamd:offbmstees of-said corporation, together with the governor and /-,

3 lieutenant governor, the speaker of the house of assembly, the superin- 3
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4 tendent of public instruction, the president of the state agricultural so- 0

5 ciety, the librarian of the Cornell library, and the eldest male lineal

6 descendant ot Ezra Cornell who shall be ex-officio members thereof; and
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7 there shall be el-g-hpteen trustees, exclusive of the ex- oﬂicm trustees., The {
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8 said board of trustees shall be so constituted, by elections from time to
9 time as the by-laws shall direct, as that at no time shall a majority there-

10 of be of any one religious sect, or of no religious sect.

1 § 3. The farm and grounds to be occupied by said corporation, where-.

2 upon its buildings shall be erected, in such number and to such extent as

3 the trustees may from time to time direct and provide for, shall be situ-
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4 ted in the town of Tthaca, eounty-of-Tomplins, and shall consist of not

\
5 less than two hundred acres.

. § 4. The leﬁdin'g”ébject as to the plan of instruction in said corpora-

2 tion shall be to teach such branches of learning as relate to agriculture

3 and' the mechanic arts, including military tactics. But such other
4 branches of science and knowledge may be embraced in this plcm as the

/6 trustees may deem useful and propeﬂ And persons of every or of no re-
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7 ligious denomination, shall be equally eligible to all offices and appoint-

8 ments.
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1 § 5. The corporation hereby created may hold real and personal prop- I~

3 gate.

2—orby—to-en-amount-not-exceeding three millions of-dellars in the aggre-
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provided, and shall give them instruction in any, or in all the prescribed
branches of study in any department of said institution free of any tuition
fee, or of any incidental charges to be paid to said university, unless such
incidental charges shall have been made to compensa.te for damages heed-
lessly or purposely done byi; students %edh:e—q)mpepty o;' ;alé un1vers1ty s
The said free instruction shall be accorded to said students in cons1der- '

ation of their superior physical-and-mental ability, and as a reward

for superior scholarship in the academies and public schools of this state,
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and the students shall be selected as follows: The school comm1ss1oners
of each county anc/}:i)(‘)ard of education of each city, or those performlng
the duties of such a board, shall select annually the best scholar from each
academy and each public school of their respective counties or cities as
candidates for the university scholarship. The candidates thus selected

in each county or city, shall meet at such time and place in each year as

the board of supervisors of the county shall appoint, to be examined by a

'board consmtmg of the school comm1ss10ner or commissioners of the
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county, or board of publie: mwpum of the c1tles Wlth such other persons

as the supervisors shall appomt who shall examine sa,ld candldates\ and the
/\

board of supervisors shall then select therefrom the best scholars to the
number of one for each assembly district in said county or city, and
furnish the candidates thus selected with a certificate of such selection,

which certificate shall entitle sald student to admission to said university,
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subject to the examination of the faculty of said university. In making
the .selection above referred to, preference shall be given (when other

qualifications are equal,) to the sons of those who have died in the mili-
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tary or naval service of the United States. v e ALe@maed Seced

§ 10. All payments made under this act, shall be made by the treas-

urer on the warrant of the comptroller, out of the special fund on deposit

with the treasurer arising from the receipt of the income and revenue

méntionéd in the sixth section of this act.
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1 § 11. Chapter five hundred and eleven of the laws of 1863, entitled

2 “An act to appropriate the income and revenue which may be received

8 from the investment of the proceeds of the sales of the lands granted to
4 the state by the act of congress, entitled < An act donating public lands
5 to the several states and territories which may provide colleges for the

6 benefit of agriculture and the mechanic arts,” approved July second, 1862,

7 passed May fourteenth, 1863,” is-hereby-repealed. = 7~ ¢
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1 §-12:-This act shall take effect immediately.
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