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"AMERICAN LEGATION,
SEOUL, KOREA.

November 30 , 1905 .

pear Henry :-

As a matter of fact its the next day but
that makes no difference ; Thequts of thepast few days have
been crowding so fast that while I should have liked to
write them all i#seems impossible and I am obliged theref-ore
to send you enclosures from the local paper , &a journal which
originally the sibsidized Russian organ has now become the
champion of Korea liberty . ‘Tﬁhe news printed therein is
fairly straight and co responds with the %@ries which we have
through sur owh sources of information . The Palace seene on

the night of the seventeenth , I could ses fairly well myself

for although the curtains were drawn in the room where the

affairs went on from the TLegation compound one can look over
into the Palace yard seventyfive feet away and there I saw

Japanese gendarmes and police ket~ . Z11 during that evening
I had been passing to and fro from the Legation to another
mans house ., The Emperor had sent a secret message to Morgah
and IVV;S the go between bearing good advice to the distressed
potengtate 2 ;gf’?he second clipping about the petitioners

I believe ilet is also substantially correct , The row

x+he speakes of as having been started by three hundred Christians
f

was as a matter of fact due to the desire of five men who had

walked dowm from Pingvang one hundred and eighty miles away to

present a petition , It seems that the gendarmes arrested them

a s they came to the Palace entrance and bound them . The
five men knelt and began to sing Christian hymns and to pray ,
then one fellow who I understand was an eénormous man , threw

his arms back and snapped the cords with which he was bound

<
jumped to his feet and slugged the ggrest gendarme . Thef (after

of course outnumbered the Koreans and belaboring them with the

flats of their swords beat them down and tied them up again .
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The official petitioners had in the meantime refused
to leave the Houshold Department in the Palace where they were
squattinﬂé in protest‘after‘€£e Kor, ean custom ; By the
Emperor's order however , they were all arrested and taken to
the supreme court to await sentence ; yere they were‘all day
tefore yesterday : Late that night at the intercession of the
Japanese , so Stevens , the American who advises the Koreans

supposedlylbut who is really a Japancse employee , told me ,
JIn any ecase the Emperor ordered them to disperse , As far as

I can learn Min Yong Whan , the man whom you'll rem%per I

wrote you about , he was the one with whom I dined when Senator
Newlands was here and who would not listen to reason about the

proper course for his country to persue , Min—Yong—=hen

bade farewell to this crowd of officials , whese head hexv€y~Qq
had become since the arrest of aﬁo , at about twelvelﬁkeﬁiﬁe-we :
went to the house of a retainerd,q and having a room prepared ,
sat down on the floor and drove a knife into his th-roat ,
ripped it forward and killed himself . He was a man who af
aliost royal blood , who could approach the Em#ﬁ%bor as no
on else could do , a cousip of the murdered(aueen , he had
been special Amabassador to the Queeds jubilee and to the
coronation of the Czar , ex- prime minister , ex- minister for
Foreign Affairs , and a nice gentlemanly fellow much liked by
foreigners and as much as any Korean could be a popular idol .
He had money and position , everyth'ing to 11Le for , for the
Japanese although they did oppose his recent appointment as
Winister for Foreign Affairs , could not and would not have #m§
injured him , 17 rem??er perfectly well the morning he came
“ere to plead with Newlands , the night we dined with him ,
but then he wouldkt do the di rect thing and make anjagpeai

to the President in a dignified way . It didht 3@%%51 to the

Korean intelgct . Yet he was very graceful and had much charm $

personalr*y as do many of the Koreans of the higher classes .
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It was a marvellous day yesterday and if one could have phil=-
osophiged brought home many lessons about the temporary char_-
acter of ﬁower and the irrististible march of events, the tide
on which we ﬁare all swept along and tossed , helpless , We
heard of Min'ssuicide as we were going to the train to bid
farewell to the British Ministe ﬂknd to 0ld Mcleavy Brown
for thirteen years head of the Customs , Here was a man who m
the Russians and French had t.ried to force out time and again ,
with him the Represenative of his country who had insisted in
the face of almost overwheim'ng opposition that he should be
retained , who had brought a British squadron to Chemulpo to
make a né&l demonstration on his behalf , Mcleavy Brown
abandoned by a Governgﬁht whose principle asset in this country
he had been , who had done more for British interests than any
one , turned down on a question of world politics , in an instagt
ousted by the Japanese , who With their usual damnable
hypocrisy tried to persuade him to resign so that no one would
critiscize them . Thiskbemng and o0ld sportsman he would not

do , nor would he accept their decorations or the solatium
w%h which they tried to tempt him . Laugh damn you but thats
straight goods , Mcleavy Brown going away , with him half a
dozen of the nicest foreigners in Korea yhe Customs officials
at the various ports , oases in the desert for the chance
traveller , the;re off too kicked out , . From this scene ,
the dyy before I had be;; t% the station to bid farewell to
Ito who had done it all ,I went down to the centre of the city
to learn of Min's death . Here around the éntrd square there
were dense crowds , orderly they seemed , but muttering . Sukh
a hopeless inang lot you never saw . They kxEx have no determin _
ation no nerve , nothing to recommend tham , they were talking i
in graups , one of the main buildings had been burned the

night before , it was still smoking . Japanese police were every

where making the people move on , I went into/y/the supreme
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where the official%had been sitting the day before . Then came
homé . At half past four the Electirc Light people who have
their offices in the ce¢ntre of the city takephoned that the
Japanese were firing on the crowd . I piled onto my pony énd
made fGH@ the place as quickly as possible l Tryere I found sever —

al hundred infantyrmen , with fixed bayonets , some picketed alon-
alongz the streets which were being cleared by police and

/gendarmes / others in platoon format ion waiting orders , It
seems that a man named Yi WSs haranguing the crowd about the
death of Min and that the Japanese in trying to shut him up

drew blood . TYi then shrieked that he could not suffer such
an indignity , he who was an official’and killed himself in

the street . The crowd started for the gendarmes and drove them
into their cuarters on the main street , some say that two

were stoned and killed others that they were only severely
wounded . In any case‘the Japmese rallied and came out firing
over the heads of the crowd with revolvers and carbines . They
Say that the revolvers must have been pretty rotten for
theyponly went off every other time , When I arrived on the
seene the Japaese were chasing the Koreans like a lot of
rabbits . smashing in houses and dragging them*out by their

hair , binding them and dnder guard of two or three

gendarmes taking them off Joeund in gangs . They di%not seem
unnecessarily brutal however . I followg_a crowd of fifty pedt
police to the Bureau off@ecorations where the official mem -
orialists were now located , Here I found more trﬁ%ﬁs and

a squad of infantry men and gendarmes . The Commander of the
latter was arguing with one of the Korean officials . I presume
that the whole crowd w.s arrested for as I cmnesway# I passed

anothey gang of police bound in the direction of the Bureau .

To cap the climax , we had arranged a Thanksgiving
celebration , which had to go off notwithstanding the tragedy

whichhad crushed us all . Here we had the missionary stories .




the bitterest stories . The siicide of Min's wife ,,of Chyo

a highly respected ex-Premier of another official of very high

rank ., The whole community is excited about the Withdﬁwﬁﬁl

of the Legation not only is it hard for them to fedl that when
they have had so many complaints against the Japanese occupation
that in the future it will be even harder to secure-a hearing/ﬁ

but they voice the sentiment of the Koreans when fhey say that

they have been betrayed . So they have , It may not be the :
fault#f any one in particnﬁgiai but certainly bec?ause of oub
treaty the%have looked upon the United States as a frf%dd_,
to whom thev could turn . It has been to us that they have made
most of theryfhopeless footless appeals in the past few months .,

They all realized I think that Legations would go and that their

country was turﬁhg over , but it came as a cruel blow that the
United States should have been the fir¢st to take such a step .
It is claimed and I beleive that it is true , that Mins suicide

‘Was largely due to the withdra al of this Legation . He had

hoped against hope that we could and would help them . Our
interpreter who Wés his great friend told us that he was
completely crushel  when he heard the news . The Koreans are

quite justified in their feeling that they%have been sold .

Word comes in from the Emperor too that he is in despair , all
hope gone , vet he the damed skunk is the on~-e who ordered the
Miniser for Foreign Affars to sign the agreemnt telling him nevevr
to say that hea’ﬁ the Euxperor ‘had told him to do so , he is the &—

one who ordered Chyo and Min to their deaths . It i-s due
to his weakness that all the shopsriﬁ Seoul are closed while
the officials and the people petition him to revoke an4 agree
ment which he aizggedﬁqupmen to sign . &:)feople are
" demanding the bl&od of the Fmen whoaizgned":gl};Tﬁggine
they'll have it sooner or later , Poor Min ?e did all that he c#&
could , he sealed his testimony with his blood ahd iif ever man
died for his country it was he , In a way it is the Korean
way of looking at things , 'to say thag its hdpeless , unHearable

W\

we'll die , thats all we can do , that is the attitude of the
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people who are flocking in from the country and of whom égﬁﬁj
will die like sheep before this is over , Yet I think that
Min reﬂQized what an effagg his death would have upon public
fegling . It will appeal to the Japanese more than anything
he could have done ) and may have some effect , Yet I cannot
see that they cfould well do aught else. One would admire them
more if they would come out in the @dpen and say that they
wanted this place and woul?have it , that the people did
object and that they didﬁt care a dmamn, instead of tyying to
put it before the world that the Empeor and the people really
appreciated}he unselfishness of their aims , and wanffthem to
ptotect and develope the country that those who oppose Japan ar€
merely a lot of malcontent-s ang loafers anf timeservers ,
instead of the best of the Koreans yhile their followers who
are featured as the enlightened eleﬁht% are the grafters and
squeeﬁ%qs who before the Japanese came were in Russia pay .
Such is the East . Coming back from the scene at the
bell tower , we heerd the blatant hooting of a brass band and
sure enough there they were , you know them , a strangely
uniformed acgregation tootling and braying waway , the parade
for a Japanese circus . Murder , suicide , arson and a circus.
To cap it all Morgan yecived a dispatch offering him
Cuba , It is a great compliment and deservéd for he has kept his
head here in a very difficult and delicate situation and the
President could ﬂo no better than to send a man such as he is
to Havan a . He made me an offer to go with him . Whether I will
accept or ndtdepenﬁs on circumstances . I hate to leave the
East even for a short time to go home and see you all: We &g
leave Yokohamaon either the 23 Dec. or, the 5th Jan . Ill wire yuv
from Frisco and well meet and t ik it allover , Goodbye Henry ;
A bientot . What a story Yhat a story . Lord but it%pitiful.'

Yours
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