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Selden family. 

Selden family papers, 1785 1920. 

.3 cubic ft. 

Personal correspondence of Charles, Abigail, and Eliza 
Selden of Lansingburgh, Rensselaer County, and Harriet 
Gale, daughter of George Washington Gale, founder of the 
Oneida Institute at Whitesboro, New York, and Knox 
College, Galesburg, Illinois. Additional letters and 
other papers of members of the related Gale, Hitchcock, 
and Selden families includcorrespondence of George 
Washington Gale, chiefly personal, but also mentioning 
his pastoral duties at a Presbyterian Church in Adams, 
Jefferson County, and affairs at Knox College, 
Galesburg, Illinois; one letters describing slavery and 
other aspects of life in St. Croix, Danish West Indies 
(now Virgin Islands), 1839; photostat copies of the 
genealogy of Colonel Samuel Selden, a Revolutionary War 
officer; miscellaneous printed items, including 
publication about Knox College (1860) and booklet about 
the Campus School in Ithaca (1920). Locations include 
Adams, Jefferson County, N.Y.; Whiteboro, Oneida County, 
N.Y.; and Saratoga Springs, N.Y. Correspondents include 
George Bowen, Harriet Selden Gale, Harriet Yvonnet Gale, 
William S. Gale, Margaret Gale Hitchcock, Amasa Kellogg, 
Mary Osborn, Abigail Jones Selden, Charles Selden, Mary 
Selden, Samuel Selden, and William Jones Selden. 

Selden Family Papers, #1655. Division of Rare and 
Manuscript Collections, Cornell University Library. 

Selden, Eliza. 
Selden, Abigail Jones 
Selden, Charles. 
Gale, Harriet Selden 
Gale, George Washington. 
Gale fami 
Hitchcock family. 
Selden family. 
Knox College. 
Presbyterian Church (Adams, N.Y.) 
Slavery--Virgin Islands. 
St. Croix (V.I.)--Social life and customs. 
Jefferson County (N.Y.)--Religious life and customs. 
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Danish West Indies (St. Croi.x) ) 
lE:55 

Selden Family Papers (1785-1257), 1914, 1~20. 

In a letter to George W. Gale, William J. Selden 
describes the island of St. Croix, conunenting on the 
excellent highway system, the abundance of meats, 
fruits, and other foodstuffs the weather, churches, 
slavery, and the living , education, and 
customs of the Negro population, Dec. 30, 1839, 
Photostat. 
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1655 

Selden l MS be:* (o.s. 

@ 
Letters and other papers of members o! the Selden, Gale, and Hitchceck "Cl 

f'amilies, including correspo:llldence, chiefly personal. of Geer,e liiilshington !l" 

Gale, one of the founders of Knox Ccll.ege, Galesburr;, D.linois, 1820-185711 ~ 
and other members of the f.hree~-t,rndJP!'s: LI.so bcludes cenetlogjcal. data. ~ 
a pamphlet cm Knox College, umouce:ment of the opening of the Campus School, ~ 
Ithaca, New York, 1920, b;r Miss Martha Hitchcock, and cther1items; the genealogic~ 
data and most of the letters are photostat;c copies... 'TJ 

~ 

crard entries: 

, Gale, George Washington (1789-1861) 
Gale, Harriet Selden 
Gale, Harriet Yvmmet; Gale, WiJUm 
Hitchcock, Margaret Gtle 
Selden. Abigail Jones 
Selden, Charlel'II . . 
Selden. Eliza (b .. ,; .. 1?9o-d~l.5) 
Selden, Mar;r (b., .; .. 1792-d..,J.812) 
Selden11 Samuel (l72J-1776) 
Selden, lft.l J:hmi J OD!!ls 
Danish West Indies (St .. 
Jefferson Camty (.Adams) 
Oneida Cmmty (lllitesboro) 
Saratoga C9wnt;rs(Saratoga Springs) 
Virgin LI.lands 
Knox College (Galesburg, Illinois) 
Presbyterian Church (Je.fferson Cmmtv 

Agricul.ture (social. status 
Cures and remedies 
SJ.aver;r (Danish West Indies 
World War I (Bel.gian 
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Selden Family Papers 1655 

The following is a listing of the original }lSS. donated by Miss Hitchcock; 
the other items in the accanpa:nying description are photostats, the originals 
of which were returned to Miss Hitchcock. 

ALS. .Amasa Kellogg. Hartford, Mr 23. 1785 • 

ALS, George Bowen, New York; April. 1, 

ALS, 

to aunt, Abigail Jones, New City 

to cousin, ~ry l1den • Troy 
I 

to friend, Eliza Vail, 

A.LS, 

Mary Os~orn, Montville, Ja 28, 
Albaw, 

Harriet Yvonnet Chi.le, Je 20, 1836, to brother, William S .. Gale, Whites-
boro 

~ 
c::: 
Ul 
() 
::,.:1 
H 

Fragment of letter [Sept. 1855 - Miss Hitchcqck] fran Margaret Gale Hitchcock,~ 
>-3 from Clifton Springs Watercure, to unknown person; contains directions UJ 

for making boiled flour as a baby food for babies with weak digestions. 
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Described in the 1954-1958 Re~ort of the Curator anct Archivist, p. 76, 
and in NUCHC, # HS 64-92Je 

SELDEN FAMILY. Papers, 1785-1857; 4 (originals a~d photo-
stats). Additional letters and other papers of members of the related 
Gale, Hitchcock, and Selden families [see 1942-1945 Report]; 
include correspondence of George Washington Gale, chiefly personal 
but also mentioning his pastoral duties at a Presbyterian church in 
Adams, Jefferson County, and affairs at Knox College, Galesburg, 
Illinois, of which he was a founder; one letter describing Negro 
slavery and other aspects of life in the Danish West Indies ( 1839); 
genealogy of Colonel Samuel Selden, a Revolutionary War officer; 
miscellaneous printed items. Correspondents include George Bowen, 
Harriet Selden Gale, Harriet Yvonnet Gale, William S. Gale, Mar
garet Gale Hitchcock, Arnasa Kellogg, Mary Osborn, Abigail Jones 
Selden, Charles Selden, Mary Selden, Samuel Selden, William Jones 
Selden. ( l ) 
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1655 

:o:-'-ent c::. sts.tus c·f 3.gricu.ltural nursuits in illiam '-'• 3elde:-:. 1
: letter 1'.phctost:-t) 

of :ent. Cl. '. 0;,Q: 

11 ••• u;~o~ t>e sut,.4ec:. cf l1i·· ~~oin~ .. i!ltc tb.e :-r.e1--·:'.:-_::!-tiJe b1-1siness. 
u:on it. I tl,~ •:'- a co,1::rt1~r :tor? --1::ere a general assort ent is 
vi:'..li:-i:::e [sic J, '.TOuld 1::,o 3. :,:uc'1 'c2tt,2r c:chcol, th.~,n ::i. ret2,il Jr-- }oods ,:=tc1~e in 
"' Cl-.._e,--.- .._e,1,e,'e is """·~-- l itt 1° 0 -,'.·"'''Cl :-=,,, to 1,,.-, ~c-t in tha 1 ;:,tte·" ·· 1,,ce [:; tne :.l. ... .._ .,_ ..- -·- '-.. ...._. - '-' - • ,_,,,..._ - - _, U::: ~ -.. J.V _ _... .._ ...-. 1 -

in::':'c::.''."'.:=tic:-:. ver·- li:-,,it?d, if he ·ris>es tc -\o business in the cclL.--:ti~-, ::~l t:-_s 
ir:.:c1''".T icn l1e cu1ld ~'='t c: city bu.sir.es::: rmuld 1:::e gcod for ncth: nr_;, ci t7 ~0ercha,,t2 
s2lci.or.. si.:cceed in '~ \12 count:i.1;.r, ~~herG':'S most o':..' tl:e successful cit-- :Terc::ants 
cc1T1"?!',cc.d in t'.-:-9 ccur.tr:-r. 3uci-:_ 2 stci''? 2s ?~noxes in l''noxville ucu.1-:::. 'te =- ~cod 
pl2.ce--if :,rou :: l-:e still -~ish. I -:Till tr;;r to -·et h:L'Tl in in Troy. It ,_;01_2-l.1 b2 
ver~- dif:icult to s;et in. '.;her2 he ·;0' 1.lc, Eet 2ny compensation :or the 1st --e:r, 
as t::er'? :re 10 or 20 a:_-:~::lic.:.tions ;l.i;. for eveY'.r v2.c:i.ncy. ::y advice ,·,c 1 

• .1l=~ b':' 
th2.t he shoul:.i tu...-rn his :=e.ttenticn to the cult:~v2,tion of tLe e:::.rth •••• ~':..n 8ducated 
farc".er in ,1;::,r hu~--:::,]e opinion, is t; e onl~; true r:e;1tlem:::n ~,e have in this 12.nd of 
licert:-,,, s~.ec1.J.lation, an;:i cheating ••• 11 

Original at YJ1ox ·'.::olL"-ce. Galesburc, Illinois. 

Descri ~i'.'n o~ ~t. 
::ec. JO, 1-~J·;: 

1_::;ro:_::' T 
u. Selden 1 s letter (phctost-t) o:f 

11 ••• '_:_'his is t::.9 - le" sa.--_t9st · -int :=;r re.s crt I l,:iv,=, yet foun,j ••. '.:'I:::: rc::;.o.s .:.r,::; v:::1;; 
f.:..n2 t 1!rer:hout t:::.e =:sl:::nj s1-cpsric::.· tc 01:r 1:--est .dan: reads >ein~ cc ;cs2d of 
r:rou..11:-l cor2.l :·, sh21::1..s. 
~ri~ci-~l ~~us-~~nts. 

T!:e:r ::re nev?i~ ·.ret nor ,lust:r, ridinc_; is or.e o: ou.:.· 
c ,'2':er'.:'l::1.. ·- ··c out t-:-;ice a da·., so~eti;--_es i:.:. C'.'r:"'2. 2 :-:-::.:: ~, 

sc-~2ti~?s on '.,Ol'set:::.c': •••• ·e :12.v- c-,cu.n ance o:~ the :i:iest fis;:-:, ~cul-':r--, nut ten, 
',c ~:c ''.:c. ':::-ui t i:: V'"°I"'- che:--, :i_:-r.:-? or2-!'.f:8S c'::: ban2.n8-s 18 ::or o. si::·>:c-nce ••• t::e 
tl12r~o,··et~r s,:i2-~.c';. \T,~1..,,.:;_::s :.C'r·:-i -~··----n. 2 der~I"'ePs fro~ 80 .•• 2..r1~l tl-:e -:-;~:.ts:-' Oeinf 
a'ro 1.1t tl-0 s,....,c'? t2 -v:,p::_'".lhll''? ~:--:~e, it -::l.elic,0 htful se'.:t b2thin~:---:::'here "T,' t:c .-:;~t)·,oli:::, 
t--0 · ·cT:>Yi ,:r., t~:o ~ uther'.'.~, ": t-.,o : --:-isco-,,J. -:;htcrchss on the IsL1nd. .'.. t'.--_i::1:· 
?';"':' ''O'._c coul 1 :r.ct ~'i:1rJ ~ch f:c'J.l t i t:1 -:he insti tuticn of sl::i.ver-- 0:1 t:-_s :::,:=2_:-_:--~-• 

:::1..::-cl::: ~.rn net co-T:2=-~e-:l tc ':Tcr:-: hard & h~_ve eacl: a :,iece of l:;_n:: tc 
-o:::t o:: +,::e~- h'.'V: ?. ~OlT7

, -:-i:-s, ..:~c-rls, &c. T::e ve,:,::?t:-.":-::2-e ,...::-:':r..:ts 
, ___ .c..,~~·? .:l ::."\r22 --~::.11~r c:_~~· t>::: qre 1t1ite -.;el1 of.:'. ..e 2.re nc~: =._r1 

C'.:?r-i.. tc t{-:s......,. ') j.=.~_e .. , '.":~re:: in itl1 t>~s~ 1--- ru:!e in::·,tr12m?nts of music 5:: c2t cf:" s1J .. c: 
"'· ·.:.r1: '·~.n~:·, J2.::ci:, -- ,~ v::--~ -.-,,·: :-s tc al:~ost -1(:,a:'':":n one. The govorn-:-:ont :-,?'TE 

orj_s:::. ... ec: 3c::ccl ~..,_c,11ss(...: ~.,,:,. ~~~·~ 0 rect·:~~- t:-"1""cu~;hout the 2:.s=1...'?.n'~ C:C cn-3 -~.cri,' in :.:-.::: ~:esl·: 
i.S t :.; '.· :- sst 2.l"'t _"'c1~ t~ '3~_Il 8 ~.l.LC'.l-:=.icn lJr.~~Pr t :10 riirsction Of t [~(? - -Or.J:Vi:· ~~3 • 
T~~e .scl~colL:(~;~~2:.: ::re ~~ .... _n-:-~~=>~~-r:2 l::=..-.···=- -"-= ~~r:.,. 3ton':? 1-_:,tlil~~in;~ •••• 

2 9cs. 

:=.,oc1, ti0YJ :)f :J:2.'iziml 110:. kncr:::1. --as :!:'"'turned to donor in 1955; she died i~ 1? ~6. 
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1!: 165.5 

Biographical notes on person concerned with Knox College, Galesburg, and 
revivalism of the period: 

JI 
Beecher, Edward (180)-1895) 

c. 18)0-1844, President Illinois College (f. 1829) 
18.5.5-71, pastor of 1st Congregational Church in Galesburg 

Blanchard, Jonathan (1811-1892) 
Presbyterian 
1845--President Knox College--1857 
1860-1882, President '..vheaton College (founded 1860) 

Gale, George Washington (1789-1861) 
Oneida Institute, 1827-34 
Founded Knox College, 18)7 
First pastor of local church Presbyterian? 
184)-1857, Professor of moral philosophy at Knox 

Finney, Charles Grandison (1792-187.5) 
Associated with Oberlin College (18).5--death) 
President 18.51-1866 (founded 18)3) 
Pastor, 1st Congregational Church (Oberlin) 1835-1872 
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Rec'd. from Photoscience, August 9, 1973: 

J.W . Bailey. "Know College by Whom Founded and Endowed : 

1655mf . addl. 

1/ 
Also a Review of a 

Pamphlet Entitled Rights of Congregationalists in Knox College . " Chicago: Press 

and Tribune Book and Job Printing Office, 1860 (1 reel negative microfilm of our 

131 pp . pamphlet). 




