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f.:.i!'"E:ig.1 ,Jc::ihr1~ J.)/S'-~:l.tj'.:5E3 .. 
Papers, l.794-1870~ 
l8 reels positive, 18 reels neg~~ive microfilm. 

Lanci aqent, lawyera Jolin Greig was a land speculator prominent in the et_onomic 
development of west~rn New York State. 
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S11mmary: Correspondence; accoun~s of p1Jrchases, payments~ and unsold lands; 
,,::~.1 ... 1r··\_/£-'!\'=",; tc1~'. 1-eceipts, c:oritr-·.?,cts, notes, bond~-~ deeds~ povJer-·s of attornE-?y; C\ncJ 
nlaps and field notes cf the l~ew Ysrk ~ilitary Tract and city lots of Rochester 
a11d Ontario County, New Var~~- Papers relatir1g to GrEig's land interests include 
r:12,tericil on the Chenar-igo Triangle, the Horr.by t::S:.tate'J the New \(ork Milit.a1--y 
i"ract'.. Co-~:·c.1,··ir1gei'- Tr-act, Ogden Tr·ac:t, and Pulteney E=:.t.ate .. Docu,rrenting hi·3 
activities as a p~omoter- of internal improvements are materials on the Char-latte 
to Roc!1ester Railroad, Erie Canal, Rochester and Carthage Railroad~ Rochester 
and Ontar-io Plan~~ Road, Sodus Canal Association, and the Sodus Land Company. 
Also included is tniscellaneous mater·ial on local h!stor-y, papers concerni:1g the 
set~1ement of Gr·eig's est~te, and extensive correspondence and other paµers of 
.r 'Hi l "/ membet-~- "7:tnd fr-· j_ er1ds in the 1_11-, i ted Stat.E·=:. 5 Scot l ,?,nd and Eng 1 and di scu<.=,si ng 

~r-ican political and economic issues 2nd internal British politicsh 
Correspondents include Thomas Morris, John and Eunice Tryon, John and John L. 
Phelps, Joseph Fellows, Elias Kane, Eliza Greig, Alexander Greig, Alexander 
Duncar1, George W .. Kirkl.and, John Rankine, and William Jeffrey~ 

1ridexes: Microfilm indeA. 
Described iri REPORT OF THE CURATOR AND ARCHIVIST, 1954-58. 
Cite as: John Greig~ Papers, #1550~ Department of Manuscripts and University 

Archives, Cornell University Libraries~ 

Fi?iJD Ar-chi \/ctl Loi,, NYCl./85-A440 Sea,-ch NYCV-NIC 

1. Duncan, Ale>:ander. L. Fellows, Joseph .. 3. Greig, Alexander~ 4,. Gr·eig, 
Eliza. 5. Jeffrey, William. 6. Kane, Elias. 7. Kirklarid, George. 8. Morris. 
Thoma~; .. '7',. F'ht.1 lps, J"ohnn 10 .. Phelps, John I_ .. 11 .. Rankine~ John .. 12 .. Tryc:rn, 
F~u.11ice., 13~ T1---yor-1., J"ohn,. 14 .. Char-latte to F:oche:d:.er- F(ail1---oad,, 1~ic F~oche"::::.ter and 
CE~r·thctqs· H2.:i.li--cad .. 16. r:oche~-ter- and Dnt.ar··io Plank Foad .. 17,, Sodus. Canal 
Association. 18. Sodus Land Company. 19. Canals--New York 20. Railroads--l~ew 
Yor~c. 21. Roads--New York. 22 .. Land companies~ 23 .. Land use--Ecanomic aspects .. 
24. Real estate devel.opmeri 4_. 25. Real property, Exc!1ange of. 26u Speculationn 
:~?~/,, En(.:Jl2.nCJ----F'cditics 21 .. 1c! qover-nmE·nt .. 28. Scotland--Folitics 2,nd govr.::>rn111E•nt" 2'=i" 
LJnited States--F'!Jl.itics and qover-nment. 30 .. Rochester (N.Y") 31. Ontario Count~' 
(\\!" \/,. E.:1·-ie Ca.1-ial .. ::::;~s .. f.:1odus Canal .. 3.1..1- .. Deeds.'° :::::s. l"li::(ps .. ::::;6. .. SU!'""VE;V~~: .. 

1-~- eJ:::t 
) ,q.(i" 

(l~ew York) 38. Che11ango 
Hornby Esta·l:e (New Yor~~ 

LC 

Triangle (New Yor~() 39. Cottrir1ger Tract 
41. Ogden Tract (New Yor~~) 42.-F:·ulteney 

DCr· F'F:ClC, 
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John Greie Letters, Papers, and Records, 
1794-1870 

18 rolls microfiJ.m(neeative) 
and 18 rolls (positive) 

Roll# 1-- Folder 1, 1803-1804 through Folder 30, 1826 

* 1-- Card File Ind.ex for papers, Abby - Jane Greig, Inc. 

2-- Folder 31, 1826 through Folder 57, 1830 

*2-- Card File Index for papers, John Greig - Sy-Sy, Inc. 

3-- Folder 58, l8JO through Folder 82, 1835 

*3-- Card File Index for papers, Ta-Th - Z 

4-- Folder 83, 1835 through Folder 103, 1839 

5-- Folder 104, 1839 through Folder 125, 1842 

6-- Folder 126, 1842 through FolderJ l52, 1845 

7-- Fold.er 153, 1845 through Folder 173, 1847 

8-- Folder 174, 1847 through Folder 192, 1850 

9-- Folder 193, 1850 through Folder 210, 1852 

10-- Folder 211, 1852 through Folder 238, 1864 

11--Folder 239, 1865 through Folder 18A, T. Morris, 1825-1826 
Pulteney 

12---Folder 19A (1827-1849) through Folder lG, ~ Estate, 1810, 1820-21 
Pulteney 

13-- Folder lG, ~ Estate, 1810, 1820-1821 through Folder 5N, John 
Rankine , 1873 

14-- Folder 6C, John Rankine, 1874-75 through Folder 140, 1865 

15-- Folder 15-0, 1866 thru Folder 17-0, 1867-1870 

* INDEX 

Donated by certain Cornell Alumni froM Rochester, N.Y. [see correspondence 
for details] December 1954 

c:~==~~·-:rn microfi]Jn cabinet 

Card entries./ 
Donor card 
Ack. sent 

Tracer in corres. file 
Des. for report./" 
Mailing list 
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Greig (John) Papers (1794-1870) 1550 

Microfilm copies (11! rolls) of the papers of John Greig (b. 1779 - d. 
1858), a Canandaigua lawyer, land agent and speculator, prominent in the 
economic development of western New York, relating to his activities as 
land agent and land 0wner, to his other business activities, to his role 
as an internal improvements promoter, to the settlement of his estate, and 
to his family affairs; consist of letters from agents, clients, business 
associates, settlers, friends, and relatives; deeds, bonds, notes, contracts; 
tax receipts, surveys, powers of attorney; accounts of purchases, payments; 
unsold lands; and other papers. (Accompanying these papers is an index (3 
rolls microfilm). For a detailed description of the contents of the papers 
and for an explanation of the card index and the layout of the microfilm, 
please ask to consult notes on file in office of Assistant Curator. 

Card entries; 

Adams , John C • 
Adams, William 
Astor, John Jacob 
Biddle, William 
Bishop, John 
Bruce, John 
Calhoun, John C. 
Clinton, DeWitt 
Duncan, Alexander 
Dyer, Moses 
Fellows, Joseph 
Fisk, John 
Fitzsimmons, Thomas 
Frost, Alonzo 
Granger, ~ f"ranci s, 179 "1- /'i!lli5' , 

"'I <:J' •,1,7 Greig, Alexander (Scot.) 1 
• 

Greig, Alexander (U. s.) 
Greig, Eliza 
Greig, James 
Greig, John (estate of) 
Hallet, Jacob 
Howland, Humphrey 
Hubbell, Levi 
Jameson, John 
Jeffrey, William 
Johnson, A: B. 
Johnstone, Sir John (estate of) 
Kane, Elisha 
Kane, John K. 
Kennedy, D. S. 
Little, Norman 
McCay, W.W. 
Macdowell, E. C. 
Martin, H. H. 
Morris, Thomas 
Ogden, J. E. 

Phelps, Oliver 
Rees, Charles 
Remsen, Henry 
Richardson, J0hn 
Sanger, Jedediah 
Sibley, Mark H. 
Troup, Robert 
Tryon, John 
Walsh, James 
Wells, Walter .. ;J • . . ,. 
Associati0nists (New York) ~/U'-/ /.,; Fo~ 
Attica and Hornellsville Railroad ~~r<JC.<., 
Buffalo, C0rning and New York Railroad 
Canandaigua and Corning Railroad 
Charlotte and Rochester Railroad 
Cottringer Tract (New York) 
Erie Canal 
Fourierites (Wayne County, New York) 
German Evaneelical Lutheran Church (Albany) 
Greig Tract (Rochester, New ' York) 
Hornby Estate 
Jefferson and Elmira Railroad 
Military Tract (New York State) 
Morrisville Estate (Philadelphia) 
Ogden Tract (Ne\1 York) 
Ontario Plank Road (New York) 
Pulteney Estate 
Rochester and Carthage Railroad 
Shaker Tract (Wayne County, New York) 
Sodus Canal 
Sodus Land Company 
Whigs (New York State) 
Albany County (Albany city lots) 
Canada (econorrdc development) 
Cayuga County 
Chenango Triangle 



Churches 
Education 
Education 
Insurance 
Land York 
Lumber trade 
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Each card 
if it is important, 
as appeared the 
basis of a numbered filing 
can be readily located by referring 
that file. The roll can be 
the , each Yhich 

The card index 
an account, etc. 

John ( 

2. 

order, so pages 
a frame or two con­

and 
be 

of Greig' s business venture, 
(these appear most the 1850 1s), 

Mortgages, and Notes,t• Unsold Lands," 
to ," 
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and Debts Due;" papers relating to Greig's Albany 
acquisition from Thomas Morris, correspondence H. H. 

), 's Albany agent, land taxes, and other correspondence 
sale of the Albany lots; papers relating to the Greig in Rochester, 

his at the mouth of the Genesee River, and his Farm and Ridge 
his correspondence with his Rochester agent, Alonzo Frost (1839-1877), fotmder 
of the Genesee correspondence with , Greig's 

on farming, con-
1834-1852); accounts and 

the Morrisville Estate, 
I. (18.38;-1853), and Judge 

with Rees 

movement; 
, Robert Troup 

Pulteney estate 
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