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Sage, Henry 'dilliams, 1814-1897. Papers, g 1830-2.1930. 

The bulk of t h i s  collection consists of impression copy l e t t e r  books (97 vols., 
1857, 1867, 1871-1908) and f i l e s  of incaning correspondence (1880-19LI) dealing 
with the business interests of H.W. Sage and W.G. Grant (1854-1861). lumber manu- 
facturers a t  Bell &art, Ontario Canada; Saqe, McGraw and Company (1864-1869) and 
H.W. Sage and Company (1869-18933, lumber manufacturers a t  Wenona, Michigan; and 
Henry W. Sage and John McGraw (1864-1878). H.W. Sage and Company (1869-1893),and 
the Sage Land & Improvement b p a ~ y  (1893-c.1930), investors in timber lands. There 
are  also thirty-eight boxes of tax receipts and miscellaneoUs material2 (1829-1930) 
and approximately f i f t y  scattered ledgers, day books, journals, land and plat  books 
of W.H. Sage and C a m p w ,  aa well w one volume of minutes of the Loggers Born 
Company (1883-1905). 

The almost da i ly  l e t t e r s  of H.Y. Sage t o  h is  son, Dean (1871-2.1895) present a can- 
tinuous c m e n t a r y  on all the interests  and ccnrmihents of the central  figure in 
the collection, H.Y. Sage. Frcm 1871-1893, a major portion of the correspondence 
deals with the lumber and s a l t  m i l l  a t  Wenona and in teres ts  peripheral t o  it: the 
Albany. New York City, and Toledo lumber yards of H.W. Sage and Company; the 
Michigan Sa l t  Association; the Au Gres, Rifle River, 'Plttabauassee, and Loagers 
Boae Companies; the pol i t ica l  and economic l i f e  of Wenona ( k s t  Bay City after 1877). 
Michigan. 

A second major subject of the collection is the ac i s i t i o n  and administration of 
timberlands. l e t t e r s  to and from George S. Frost &81-18861, L.V. Ripley (1880- 
c 1905). and Frank Pierson ($1890-1905). a re  most relevant for Michigan investments; -. 
t o  W.9. Patrick (1867, 1871-18791, t o  and from D.P. Simons (1875-1909) and L.V. 
Ripley (1880-19051, fo r  Wisconsin; t o  and from B.A. Bnery (1888-1893) and Martin Van 
newel  (1893-1897). for  Alabama and Hississippi; from D.P. Simons (1902-19061, for  
Oregon; from D.P. Sirnow (1904-19091, D.P. Siaon.9, Jr., (1909-1912). and E.J. Jams 
(1912-1916), fo r  California. 

From about 1880 H.W. Sage and Ccmpaw began t o  invest heavily in railroad and a few 
indust r ia l  securi t ies .  -~orrespo&ence (i880-1910) with Heustis and Ccmpaqy. 
DomMck and Mckerman. Griswold and Gillette. the Atlantic R v s t  Ccm~anv. Wllliaa - - 
H. Hale, Samuel D. Davis and Ce~paw, Ihniel  k Worden and Cmpany, ail 'ok New York 
City, and Parson. Leach and Cornpaw of Chicago, among others, deals with th is  aspect 
of the ccmpany's affairs .  In th i s  period a lso  H..J. Sage and Company corresponded 
with Augustus Frank and 3.0. WcNair of the Bank of Warsaw, New York, with regard t o  
investments i n  county bonds. 

There is a scat tered correspondence with A.R. Culver (1880-~.1886), A.S. Barnes 
(1880-1886), H.G. Bond (1880-1886). and William C. DeWitt (1882-1896) concerning 
Sage's inter&& i n  rapid t r ans i t  l i nes  in Brooklyn; with A.S. Barnes, A.G. Curtin. 
and George S. Coe (1881-1888) with regard t o  investment in the Tehuantepec Canal 
project in Mexico. 

H.X. Sage and Company corresponded with E.D. Jackson (1892-1897) concerning mortgage 
investments in Minneapolis; with the Kansas Loan and Trust Ccmpany of Topeka (1883- 
1892), the Central Loan and Land Company of Enporia (1884-18961, and the Western 
F a n  Loan Mortgage Rust Cmpany of Iawrence (1888-1892) concerning mortgage loans in 
Kansas; with S t u l l  Brothers of Lincoln, Nebraska, with 
Xansas and Nebraska; ancl with  the L e w i s  h e s t m e n t  bpany 
mortgage investments in and around Des Moines, Iowa. 

A scattered correspondence (1870-1895) with Andrew D. W h i t e ,  Amasa Parker, Erastus 
Brooks, DeWitt Warner, Stewart A. Woodford, Alonzo B. Cornell, and A.S. Barnes 
demonstrates H.:J. Sage's concern for  Cornell University, whose interests  he served 
as t rustee and benefactor. 



Henry Y. Sale  Papers 

Card Entries:  

. . 

Fiske, Willard 
Lonwssr,  J.H. indrw G 

/Yhtnam, Henry c. C-. 3 9 .  kj ]  

eyerhauser, Roder ick  Po t t e r ,  Zlbp IIkezaI*i 
white. AX..' ., . Lkj ,3161) 

Analine Uompany 
Investnents(.mrtgages) Ink&& 
Investman~(railr~ads)~govarnment&~~~ 
k t w -  
Labor (1FP6) 
Land (Kansas) 
Lend (Michigan) 
Land~(WIscons1n) 
Lumhar b d u s t w  Fichigan) 
Lumber Trade 

r 

\Thn&a. Row Henry Fine lands- 
Albsny Exchange Bank -atrclt, N a f l c ~ p t t a ~  and @&)= 

M ~ m i n e a #  *' - 
Aux Grey Boom Co. (Michigan: 2 
Buck Creek Railroad Taxation - 

E 
Cornell University L Tax c e r t i f i c a t e s  (Utsccnain) a- 2 

(Corne'l Univorsity)~Bosrd of Trustees Timber lands (Arkansas {-issourif L-~ 

Cornell University (Chair of Chri~t.ia!?hica) Timber 1hnds ( h r  West, D a 
Cornell University (Finances) Tinbar lands (Mnnesota) 5 

Tlnber lands (W~shington) .. c 
Cornell University (Lands o f )  o r 
Cornall University (Lev Fecul ty )  Y . -  - 
Cornell University (Legislation i n  r e )  , 3 . 
P . kt. rr/6/591 

- 
4 - - -- . . . - 

E 
pa tan t s  (sawing mchine)  [card located L 

Pisk-rOY 6,r @?/'a and ref i led.  3/62] 5 -- 
5 

Jackson, Lanaing, end Saginav Railrcad 3- 0-t Ckj, 3/6*1 .. 
2 . "> 

Kings &nty Elevated  ailr road (Elrooki '?) 3 
* 

Knights o f  Labor cads (llokr aport.) a&# 2 
Nickel P l a t e  Railroad c w d r  ( h t a r i o .  E l d l  B a r t )  l o c a t d  , 
Rif le  Boom Company ( ~ l c h i g a n )  "rp:;: i ' - . , r  ' ; Carud. (Ontario. Lake Sl-00)  lWi.ad. 2 
Sage, Henry U. and Co. (Toledo) Canada ( m i l d 8 )  r a l i l ad .  

Saga, Henry W .  and Co. (West Bay City) kj.3/65* - 5 

Tax Payers Associrttion (Chicago) 
T a h u n t a ~ e c  Canal Co. (Mexico) 

~ r o o ~ & ,  New York ( ~ a p i d  t r a n s i t  l i n e s )  
Ithaca (E l ec t r i c  power) 
Mlchigan (Vest Bey City) 
Mlchigan (West Bay C i t  
Wiscomin (mi- vaQdyYV?F:Asl 

. 

*Lumber indust=- (Canada) d i t t o  - 2 WEB Lunber M u s t x y  (boom c m ~ a n i e s )  14 :, 
Lumber ixlustq'   lo,^ associi5ons) 1 0 / ~ c  2 
L w k r  idustry (rai lra-d t.7~-iffs) " - 
Stayner, Tnmas " Z 

r: 
h b o r  ( s t r i l e s )  8, 5 

. I ~ = ~  <a ( : ' imspo l i s )  II 

trade I, m 
yl m: Upon c h e c b g  card e n t r i e s  f o r  p r epa ra t i on2 ' o f%sco~n  nicrofllm order. L, 

it u s  noted that ce r t a i n  Sage c ~ r d a  b ~ d  k e n  r i l d  r i t h o u t  bping p k c d  
on t h e  above list. Two of these  ham men  added, BUT them may bs mre 
in t h e  file. Staff a d  rasearchers shcald take t h i s  i n t o  account unWl 
such t i m a  as a thorough search of t he  c~rd catalogue can be made. -KJi 6/16/59. 



Sage, Henry Williams, 18141897. 
Papers, 18361048. 
50 fL 

In Cornell University Libraw, Collection of neglonai Hiator7 and 
Unlrerslty ArLreblves. 

In  part, transcript ( tmwrl t ten)  , -- -_ - 
Lumber magnate Correspondence. ~ ( 1 ~ ~ 7 ) .  tax rece1pU. 

ledgera. da$bw@ journals and land an p a  b k a .  maloly relallng 
to S a d  lumber end salt mill at Wenon*. Mlch.. to the ecuulslllon -- ---.. --- -- .. --.-- .. 
and administration of tlmberlsnds in Mleblcan Whconsla xinbamk --- ~ ~ ~ - - ~ -  

Xlmlsslo~L and Callfornla to lnrestments-make ln~rnlrond and In- .. . ~ 

dustrial securities and la-  Western land mortgages aa well as to 
Snge's Interest in Cornell University, of ah!& he \%.as benefactor and 

(Continuedon next card) 
AfS 62-923 

121 

Sage, Henry Williams, 18141897. Papers, 1836-1848. 
( C d  2) 
trustee Includes correspondence and other papers relatlng to the 
business and famils analrs of later generatloon of the Saee family. 

Indexed in the library's general card catalog; nnpubllshed glllde 
elso arailable 

Gifts of Edwlu 0. Holter. 1S1; Cornella C Sage, 19.54; and Mar- 
jorie L Sage. 1954 - 

L Lnmber t r a d e E a y  Co.. Uch 2 Salt industry and trade- 
h s  Co, Micb 3. Tlmber-U. S 4 Investmenb-U. S 5. Cornell 
University. L Sage family. 

Cornell Unlr. Llbrarp 
for Llhrary of Congress I ~ J  



Henry :Jilliams Sage, 1814-1897. S h e l f l i s t  of Papers: 

53 four-inch boxes of incoming mail ,  1880-1911. 

( 44  four-inch boxes' of letterbook: (96 vols.) ; detai led lists attached. 5 
0 

( 1 two-inch box containing Sage &Grant  Letterbook, 1857. Also on -/+ microfilm a 
H 

38 four-inch boxes of miscellaneous material ,  in& tax receipts.** 'CI 
Y 
V, 

4 sixteen-inch boxes of accountbooks, land books, etc.  (30 vols.). m 
C 
Z 

22 volumes of accounts loose on shelf. 5 
* 3 
28 ree l s  of microfilm of cer tain of letterbooks i n  Microfilm Cabinet. Pos. copies 4 

microfilm made Aug. 17, 1970. 5 -. 
Also. 1 four-inch and 1 two-inch box of correspondence s e t  a s i d e ~ f o r  possible gr 

microfilming by Wisconsin. To be re-incorporated a t  some fu ture  date.--kj. 7 / 3 1 / 6 3 ~  
m 
CI ** Also includes 1 4" bcar of land deeds and other  l ega l  documents, 1829-1859, from c m 

Tompklns, Chemung, and other NYS counties. Brooldyn,  N.Y.. Warren and other Pema. V, 

counties, and Wayne County, Michigan; a l so ,  s imilar  material  f o r  1860's i n  1 4. n 
box, l a t t e r  incl .  several War of 1812 bounty wa-t documents. -99 H 

m 
r r 



Sage, Henry V i l l i a m s  , 1814-1897. Papers, c. 1830-2. 1930. 

Cross references t o  main entry: 

Brooks.. Erastus 
Warner. D e W i t t  
Woodford. Stewart Lyndon -- 
Cornell, Alonzo B 
Barnes. A S 
Bond, H G 
Culver, A R 
Coe, George S 
Curtin. A G 
D e W i t t  , William C 
Emery, Hiram A 
Frank. Augustus 
Frost.  George S 
Grant. William G 
Hale, William H (New York City) 
Jackson, E D .  
James, E J 
McGraw , 'John 
McNair, E 0 
Parker. Amasa J 
Patr ick,  W S 
Pierson, Frank 
Ripley, L v 
Simons.. D P 
Simons, D P, . Jr. 
Van Hewel. Martin 

Atlantic Trust Company (New York City) 
Bank of Warsaw 
Central Loan and Land Company (Emporia, Kansas) 
Davis, Samuel D. and Company (New York City) 
Dominick and Dickerman (New York ci ty)  
Farson. Leach and Company (Chicago) 
Griswold and G i l l e t t e  (New York City) 
Kansas Loan and Trust Company (Topeka ) 
Lewis Investment Compaw (Des Moines, Iowa) 
Loggers Boom Company 
S t u l l  Brothers (Lincoln, Nebraska) 
Western .Farm Loan Mortgage Trust Company (Lawrence, Kansas) 
Wood Heustis and C o w  (New York City) 
Worden, Daniel T. and Cornpaw (Mew York City) 

Timberlands (Alabama) 
Timberlands (Mississippi) 



Additional cards located and retyped, 12/66: 

Canada (Nova Scotia) 
Canada (Ontario. Lake St. John) . 
Canada (Ontario, Severn) 
Canada (Ontario, York County) 

Sevised and retyped, 2/67: 

S a l t  manufacture (Michigan) 
[See vTaxationll (om ) 1 
Michigan (AuGres River) 
LIichigan (Bay City) 
Xichigan (~aginaw Valley) 
1.Iichigan (Tittabawassie River) 
Michigan (!.:encna) 
Ylchigan PiTest Fky City) (2 cards) 
P o l i t i c s  (Michigan. !.rest Bay City) 

nailroads ( f re ight  r a t e s )  
Sailroads (i.Tisconsin, Chippexila valley) 
F l in t  and Pere Marquette 9ailroad Comwny 
Fort '.Jape, Jackson an3 Sa~inaw Railroad 

Michi~an Central Railroad 
Port Hope and Lindsay Railroad, Canada 

0 
q 

c r  t o  ae: Michigan (Saginawl ?i 
z 

Michigan (AuGres) 5 
0 
!a 

Located and ret:yped, 3/67: 

Timber iands (Canada) 
Timber lands (Indian) 
Timber lands (Michigan) 

Located and retyped. 8/67: 

7rost.  3orace J 

Locate:: and r e t ~ p d ,  12/63: 

Sage. FIenry %'illiams, C% Co:qany (finances o f )  
Sanals (Lake St.  John, '-:uebec) 
Land grants (St. ~ r o i x )  
Panic o: 1857 

Xailroads 5. 
See l ines  l i s t e d  i n  left-hand column - 

and on other side. z 
U 

2 

H 

Revised. 3/69: 2 > ,. 
( c r  t o  ae: Beecher. Edward. 1803-1895 

5 
Porter.  Noah, 1811-1892 

( Yale University (Lyman Beecher Lectures p 
( Preaching) z 

Located and retyped, 3/69: 

Beecher. Henry :.?ard, 1813-1887 



- ..T 
A a d i t i a 1 8 . I  -8 of H e n r y  W. Sage (b.1814-d.1897). in- 
cluding bound, typescript copy of his diary (18%-1837)' 
containing remarks on the relative iqortance of educa- 
t ion and the accumulation of wealth. his activities. anc 
l i f e  in Ithaca; letterbook (1894). containing congratu- 
latom messages frrm Grover C l e v e l a n d ,  Chauncep P. 
Williams, lloses C o i t  Tyler. Rosvall P. Rarer,  Albert D. 
Shaw. and others (Jan. 30. 31. Feb. 2. 1894) regarding 
Sage's eightieth birthday and tuentieth anniversary of 
service t o  Cornell UnirersitJ, newspaper clippings, and 
copy of extract of minutes of a Board of Trustees of 

- - 

Cornell  meeting (Sept. 20. 1897) concerning Sage's 
deathand program of a memorial service held for h i m  i n  
the Cornell armory (Feb. 22. 1898); loose le t t e r s  in- 
dlrde a wr i e s  t o  his grandson. Harry (1877-1895). 
urging him to  set an example for his  brothers, etc.. and 
photostatic copy of a l e t t e r  from Sage to his son. Dean. 

wis- Dean's investing in his fatimr'a =g-g \ 
Bell mart .  pmwrt;y (Ilay 13. 1861). Collec- 
t ion also includes a few l e t t e r s  f r a  Urs. 8. W. Sage 

- 
to  her grandson. Harry. and a feu other m i s c e I l a n i  
family papers. including undated. typewritten copies of 
two l e t t e r s  vri t ten by a Colonel J. C. Hemming to the 
Postmaster. Ithaca (Oct. 23. Bov. 10. 1878). regarding 
the death of Henry W. Sage's father, Charles B. Sage. 
a t  the bands of Semlnole Indians in Florida (1839). a 
f a  poems, am3 the genealom of Josiah W i l l i a m s !  
descendants as  se t  forth by Charles Collard Adams 
(Oct. 10, 1924). 

i;-b(CmrJ xilliams) Papers ([18)61?95]-1948) #U57 
(Card 4) 

Card entries: I 
Harrls. George XashLqgton 
Johnson, andrew 
Sage, Susan EL 1 Linn 
Sage. William Henry 
Schurean. Jacob Gould 
Tren?an. Robert Henry 
Cornell University Library 
Fiske-HcGraw Case 

Ithaca Institute 
Philosophy. Department of 

(Cornell University) 
Sage Chair of Christian 

Ethics and phi lo so^ 
(Cornell University) 

Sage Land & Improvement Co. 
Sage Land & Lumber Co.. Inc. 

Tompkins County (Ithaca) 
~ o l o g y  



Sage, Henry Williams, 1814-1897. Papers. 
1882-1898. 

3 boxes (1 l inear  ft.A 
For further information, please ask t o  see  guides i n  
accession folder.  This addition is described i n  the 
1950-1954 Report, pp. 48-49, and 1954-1958 -, 
pp. 74-75. 

Rev. 3-77 



Henry Williams Sage, 1814-1897. Papers, c. 1830-c. - 1930. 
w 
t;l 

Shelflist for incoming mail (4" legal-size boxes): 

. . 
Box 1 March 1880 - December 1882 Box 27 September 1894 - January 1895 0 

*1 

Box 2 January 1883 - July 1883 Box 28 February 1895 - June 1895 5 
Z 
C 

Box 3 August 1883 - February 1884 Box 29 July 1895 - November 1895 V1 
0 

E 
Box 4 March 1884 - December 1884 Box 30 December 1895 - March 1896 'ZI 

t3, 

Box 5 

Box 6 

Box 7 

Box 8 

Box 9 

Box 10 

Box 11 

Box 12 

Box 13 

Box 14 

Box 15 

Box 16 

Box 17 

January 1885 - August 1885 
September 1885 - February 1886 
March 1886 - October 1886 
November 1886 - April 1887 
May 1887 - October 1887 
November 1887 - March 1888 

April 1888- August 1888 

September 1888 - December 1888 
January 1889 - May 1889 
June 1889 - October 1889 
November 1889 - February 1890 
March 1890 - August 1890 
September 1890 - December 1890 

Box 18 January 1891 - May 1891 
Box 19 June 1891 - October 1891 

Box 31 

Box 32 

Box 33 

Box 34 

Box 35 

Box 36 

Box 37 

Box 38 

Box 39 

Box 40 

Box 41 

Box 42 

Box 43 

April 1896 - October 1896 m 
C z 

November 1896 - January 1897 3 
February 1897 - July 1897 E 

H 
1 
*: 

August 1897 - November 14, 1897 g 
0 
2 

November 15, 1897 - January 1898 s 
V1 

February 1898 - August 1898 . 
0 

September 1898 - May 1899 5 
m 
F 

June 1899 - Januarv 1900 r 
2 - 

C 

February 1900 - December 1900 z 
January 1901 - December 1901 a 
January 1902 - August 1902 3 

EI 
September 1902 - December 1902 

11 
H 

January 1903 - December 1903 m 
lli 

Box 44 January 1904 - December 1904 H 

2 
P 
0 

Box 45 January 1905 - December 1905 P . 
2: 

Box 20 November 1891 - February 1892 Box 46 January 1906 - December 1906 2 
Box 21 March 1892 - August 1892 Box 47 January 1907 - December 1907 
Box 22 September 1892 - December 1892 Box 48 January 1908 - December 1908 

I 
+ 
P 
m 
in 

Box 23 January 1893 - April 1893 Box 49 January 1909 - December 1909 w 
I 

Ln 
W 

Box 24 May 1893 - September 1893 Box 50 January 1910 - December 1910 o w 

Box 25 October 1893 - February 1894 Box 51 January 1911 - December 1911 

Box 26 March 1894 - August 1894 Box 52 undated 

C . H .  R o t e ,  Jr., 3-15-77.  
- 
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HE>!RY W. SAGE LETTERBOOKS 

28 Microfilml?lg, ++--.I 
Reels 

Reel No. 

I. 

11. 

111. 

IV. 

v. 

VI. 

VII. 

VIII. 

IX. 

X. 

XI. 

XII. 

XIII. 

XIV. 

XV. 

XVI. 

XVII. 

XVIII. 

XIX. 

XX . 
XXI. 

XXII. 

XXIII. 

XXIV. 

XXV. 

Inclusive dates 

12/7/85-5/8/86 

518186-9/6/86 

916186-1h187 

1114187-5/12/87 

5/12/87-7/28/87 

8124187-11/21/87 

11/21/87-1/30/88 

2/11/88-5/31/88 

5/31/88-9/4/A8 

9/4/88-12/13/88 

12/13/88-2/27/89 

2127189-6/29/89 

61291-10/14/89 

' 10/14/89-1/16/90 

1/17/90-4/30/90 

4/30/90-9/2/90 

9/2/90-12/18/90 

12/18/90-3/4/91 



HFTRY 'd. S 4GE LETTZRRSCKS 
on Microfilm 

(Contt) 

0 m 
a w 

Z 
e 

Reel NO. Inclusive dates 

7124193-11/15/93 z 
5 
0 

XXVII.. 3127193-7/23/93 a 

XXVIII. 9124192-1897 (c,rclli.t{ 
f' 

m 
C 

- - Z 

2 
R .,i"r 197" H 

.5 1 *: 

> 
NOTE: 41 volumes of letterbooks prior to kc. 7. 1885 and 27 volumes after g 

1897 have NOT been microfilmed. 96 vols. in all; housed in 4" boxes 32 H 

because of fragile condition. c m 
cn 

n 

m 
F 
F 

I; 

m 
II) 



The roll- letters m e  pulled frp Sage Latter Boob f1155 
w c h  12, 1962. by YXS. FOX. ~ o e t  of the letten contain 8- 
reference to  the Ubrary - 

1889 

/ 
Jan. 2. S% 

July 10, 1889 

J u l y  20.1889 

July  24, 3389 

Aug. 10. 1891 

Aug 25. 1891 

sapt.30, 1891 

Od. 2; 1891 

Oct. 12. 1891 - 

July  29,1891 (This i s  a letter ieerted in letter book ) 

The three follaring letters from fi/2/2 
VI 

f)Lif n!.F od .  6, 1891 ) iefiled in ;Indre..- 3. -.%it? Facers, per kj, ? !?L !T ;  W 
I 

) it -sho:lld 'ae~notad t!lat t3ese >:-::L '.- ..J ? ~ i  ,-,- ' -;'P~ W 




