Cornell University

Library
Division of Rare and Manuscript Collections

This document is from the Cornell University Library's Division of
Rare and Manuscript Collections located in the Carl A. Kroch Library.

If you have questions regarding this document or the information it
contains, contact us at the phone number or e-mail listed below.

Our website also contains research information and answers to
frequently asked questions. http://rmc.library.cornell.edu

Division of Rare and Manuscript Collections
2B Carl A. Kroch Library
Cornell University, Ithaca, NY 14853
Phone: (607) 255-3530 Fax: (607) 255-9524
E-mail: rareref@cornell.edu



http://rmc.library.cornell.edu/
mailto:rareref@cornell.edu

# 452

Hillers family.
Willers famity papers, 1820-1908.
2.8 cubic ft.; 2 v.; 1 folder.

Diedrich WHillers Sr, was born in Germany and came to the United States after
having served with the Hanoverian forces at the Battle of Haterloo. Diedrich
Hillers Jr. (1833-1988) was secretary of New York State (1878), and a
Democratic assemblyman from Seneca Eounty.

Summary: Letters and other material relating to patronage and machine
politics of the Democratic Party In Seneca County; other topics include draft
exemptions, laws relating to the hiring of substitutes in the Civi | Har,
pardons, Poor House investigations, canals and canal appointments, letters
concerning Governor Tilden's policies, Horatio Seymour's stand on the subject
of bounties, and actions taken by the Romulus Convention (1879). Also, papers
relating to the German Reformed Church at Bearytown, Seneca County, Hew York,

Indexes: Guide available.

Cite as: Hillers Family Papers, %¥652. Department of Manuscripts and

University Archives, Cornell University Library.

1. Hiltlers, Diedrich Sr. 2. Hillers, Diedrich, 1833-1908. 3. Seymour,
Horatio, 18186-1886. 4. Tiiden, Samue! J. (Samuet Jones), 1814-1886. 5.
Democratic Party (N.Y.) 6. Bounties--MHilitary. 7. Patronage, Political~-~New
York (State)--Seneca County. 8. Politics, Practical--New York (State)--Seneca
County. 9. Political parties--New York (State) 18, Political clubs--New York
(State) 11, Draft--United States, 12, Romulus Convention (1875)., 13, Canals--

New York (State) 14. New York (State)--Politics and government. 15. Seneca
County (N.¥.)--Politics and government. 16, Seneca County (N.V.)Religious Iife
and customs. 17, United States--History--Civil Har, 1861-1865~-Recruiting. 18,

Politicians.
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Diedrich Willers, Sr., 1798-1883, and Jr., 1833-1908. Papers, 1820-1908 and n.d.

Shelflist (7 o.s. 4" boxes):
Box 1, 1820-1874 and undated
) Box 2, 1875-1878 -~ a few letters in German
Box 3, 1879-1889
Box 4, 1890-1908

Box 5, German letters and misc. material; sermons and German, Latin, Greek,
Hebrew vocabulary; photo of Diedrich Willers, D.D. and undated material.

Box 6, Newspapers and undated material.

Box 7, Newspapers and clippings; photos; book of psalms and Hymns; bound vol.
containing Centennial Historical Sketch of the Town of Fayette (ca.
1900); and Centennial Celebration of the Official Orzanization of the
Town of Romulus, Seneca County, New York (June 13, 1894),

% 1 large vol. loose on shelf: Register of Baptisms, Confirmations, Communicants
of the Reformed German Churches of Fayette Township, Seneca Co, N.Y., 1833,
/Partially written in German/. "

Mo eatridl ruteg G LY
NOTE: Pre-1833 vol. in thfa‘é_tﬁstorical Society, wmimmsias, N.Y.,
per researcher, larry C. Porter, 8-71. Waler\oo 15 corved™-see ff 6 05D -

See reference to DW Papers at Seneca Falls HS in D. Bakken's letter
of June 10, 1969 to Mrs. George E. Patterson, Director.

\/é\&s. See Ma-um; & SN FAI- 720-00%5"

)
RRJ“,:‘L 4/71



#652
The Willers Collection

The Willers Collection consists mainly of the personal pape?s of
Diedrich Willers Sr. and Jr. Willers Sr. was born in Germany and came
to this country after having served with the Hanoverian forces at the
Battle of Waterloo. Eventually he settled at Fayette, Seneca County,
where he was the minister in the German Reformed Church until shortly
before his death in May, 1883. Most of the early papers in the collection
relate to Willers Sr., especially to events connected with his pastorate
or the German Reformed Church in general.

The bulk of the collection concerns Diedrich Willers Jr. At an early
age Willers Jr. entered politics and throughout most of his adult 1life he
was an important figure in the Seneca County Democratic Party. In the
mid-70's he was the Secretary of State of New York State and later he
served a term as Assemblyman from Seneca County. His personal correspondence
contains interesting references to state and local politics, particularly
with respect to patronage. 1In his later years Willers became very interested
in local history and genealogy and there are many letters in the collection

dealing with these subjects.

Charles Hamilton's description, 8-59.
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Diedrich Villers Papers (1826-1927)

Cerd entriesy for papers in German onlys

Bayer, Adsm Livraries
Biery, Heinrich Life History

Beechers, C. Rev, List of Temes
Buettner, Dr. ‘Magnoeine of the German Reformad

Busche, L. F. Rev. Church
Dreyer, Joh. J. Marriege
Gelger, Jecob MormcnsA
Gerhsrt, Isaad, Rev. Yuele
Gutelius, Ssmuel ativiem
Habliston(t) Heinrich Negrasaa

Hacke, M.P. Rev. Vewepapers
Yehlar, H. ., Phategrathy
Znernfel, Revw, Politice
Kriest, I. B, Rev, Reconstruction

Marey, . L.

Kayer, Lewis Sernon Totes and Yoeahwlory

Yeyesr, Burchard Statistice
Reeck (?) Joh. Rev. vital Statistics
Schneck, B. L. Rev. waterleo, 3zt tle of

Ssvmeur, Heratief

Smith, Jeseph

Ungerer, Jehn J. Rev.

Wesselhoeff, 7.

M1llers, Diedrich, Rev.

Mllers, Diedrich, Jr.

221hear, Rev.

Christ Church

larshal and Franklin Cellege

Misclonary Seciety af the German Refa rmed Church

Stzte Teachers College in N.Y, State

Germany (Bremen, alle) ' ; \
Livingsten Ceunty (Donsville)

Earvland (Daltimors)

Seneca County (Favetts)

Senecs gountv (anick) ‘!;16
Senaca County (% nterlec)

Teyne County (Lysns)

aldany Frele Blaebt*er (aewspaper)

Church (German Refsrmed)

Zhurch Lare

Churshes (leral)

Tduention (public schools, New York State)
Tvangellsche Zeituns

Grnacloey (Willers)

Jermzn Refsrmed Church of orth amnericea i
German Reformed Synod (Ordinsticn)

Gevernment (local) ot
Izaigreticn (German) '
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STATE (N.X.) COURTS & Copy of an ‘aot. of tho N.Y.

 GERTIFIGATE OF CHURCH MEMEERSHIP: Tesued: to:¥
.. 24 MarqCh 1826, nE

. of the United States, October term,, I830g’Y i 4. m':g,p,aud S
in October term, 1834; see statement swornm. on'“?‘a‘ato Ber ‘1839 T

Willers, Diedrich K, Jr. and Sre. | - |
[60'/"1876” . ~

nmnmms: ) contract of :mdenture ‘betusen. ER L
and Amy Stahl'[Turbot township, Northmberland: County, renm.]. S
12 February 18203 (2) Contract of indenture wherebjs Margaret. "
Bowgrs became the J.ndentured servant of Iaaa ambers. 2 Apri]l

185 : % T
OAD' CONSTRUGTION: w of resolut.ion mda’ Between ‘the towns 0{3(
Fomts 3 m

Somulus and Fayett, N.Y. to build a5 co ng’ roady. aApr:L'l:

STATEMENT OF CHARACTER: Affadavit. mdeg ? Dantsl Phtlip I-ang cq%%
Sy,

'(of York County, Penng.) stating that Diedrich’K,:Willers: (

- of good character etc.s it also re],gtes br,ieﬂy Wu.lers - _ h
1ife history, 5 April. 820, o - s R

29 March 1822 authorizing courts to meet:in Ovid and Jmm N al-’ s z
though both towns were lacated im Seneca: Gmmty»“%:z" i BREREEA ™

"" “"/ IR ..;i“. h "j‘ Th e
DITTZERSHIR: Sworn. atatensnit & hade ty m“:'w drich Willers: in t
Sensca County Coarmon Pleas Court that he. wtaﬁsz

GERMAN REFORMED CHURCH: (1)* Detter fran th& &eoutivo G'amnittee .
of the Missionary Society of the Ghumlr = tb mgdr;t.ch o

Willers stating that he wi]l receive maaimrx Sbc pamphle

© in both English and Ge v-16. March 1832 see: Iatter from, A
Wagner to Mllers, 3 July 32. (2) mmtes’:of ‘meeting of the
‘elders of the erch at Fayatﬂ; Seneoa “July 1837

DISPUTES: . Series of docwmentsy arily Jsgal
to the ‘suit for libel brought agai.nst mch.ﬁ Brown J¥'s by D
rich Willera ° 3 s

‘ problans:
in collec he damagos awardstnhim, 9J'anmrr1338-5 Nohmbexr 1838.

FOREICN MISSIONARY SOCIETY: (of the German Refarmed:Churoh) -« -
Letter from Diedrich Willers to Be‘v., Be' ok} Scbmi.der Son -,

- cerning a foreign mission in Turkeyy see also lstier dated’'? Nove -

1838 from Willers to the American Bg rd of Farelgn mum ‘see
letter fram Willers to P, Hoffheindz,, 7> Jarmary: 1840, ™ - :

- POLITICS: % (1) Campaign of 1840 , Ietter:firom HEM.. Eva.na to

Diedrich Willers explaing why Evans, an Chioan,. sugpc:rts Harrison

© in the current presidential :campaign; Harrisom is a: man whe has

had a "...long 1ife of moral and politioal honesty! g s =
1840;; see also letter from Mattias .. Weaver to- W:ll'l.ers, 16 Nove .

ig4ag. (2) Decal Politics: Letter from Medrich Willers Jr. to

Messrs, I.and L.H. Parker discussing recant political events in. :
the town of Varick, 19 September 1848;: see Ietter fram D, Willer s Jr.

" to A, Jears requesting d=d¥% support for his candidacy for Sthooll

Camissioner of Seneca County; Willers mentions ik hits. qualﬂ.t‘tcatiéna

which include Ioyal support to the Bemocratic Party ,. i:gus e "6
-(3) ZInauguration of %% Buchgnant Dbsoripticn of tip to Wash n.@. /,’r“"’"’ :
bl Diedrich Willers Jr. to see inaugural of Buchanan, also to make® . !:u':; %

letter from Diedrich Willers Jr. to Calviih Willers (his brother)
discussing the county (Seneca) Bemam ratic ticket and possible re—

ts for Calvin if the Demgcrats are suocea the state amd
]E.’gcla]s. cargpaigu, ‘“"‘g:m 25 pt l&iﬁ\tr see alan

contaets wiih political lsaders, 18 March 1857. (&) Mg@ of 1864: ' ‘f;“f’
: o
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Ietter of 1 Sept 1864 corcerned with the pregential campaigm, McClIslan's
qualifications, and the possibility Horatiodeymour hadi of securing tis
Democratic nominatiom, (5} . ol i 298 1874: Jahn Kelly
to Diedrich Willers Jr. discussing the dx candidates who are :
being corsidered by the state legislature for the pamition of U.S..
Senator fram N.Y., 1Z Jamuary 1875;; see glso lstter: from S.M. -
Willers, 13 November 1874, (5); tter ~/N.X, Go

from S.A. Bostwick to Willers Jirr. stating that, as near as he could - Camp,'?
- discaver,, a certain Mr, Hough ".,.voted for Tildbn and a part of B U

our' county ticket,® & Dec, /874 (6) iberals in LI. Stater .

C.M. Ridler to Diedrich Willers Jr., discussing' the advisability

of securing the colperation and support of the IMberals, 24 Dea.

18731 see also letter of G Benjamin to Willers, 14-Jane 1874,

Pxixxoa (7) Patronage: Ietter from Diedrich Willers Jr. to

W, Drake Parsons conscerming the £illing * of cvertain pestmaatere

Jorx ships in NeY. and the position of' the:Damogratic party in the

state, September 1857; see draft of letter: from WAllers.fo GeJ.

Tuckery. concerming the appointment of Wllers to a aIer§kship in

the State Department at Albany,. 7 Dec. 1857% see Istter-fram - -

‘Willers to Calvin Willers Tregarding the: appuintment: of; Cal vim as ;

‘a Notary Fublic in Seneca County, 16 March 186k./[/[/ Ietter from =~ - '

Wilason S, Bunt to Willers Jr. requesting ths: appatntment of a mutual &W

friend as a Notary Public, 30 Jam. 1875; latier frem Rliot ""’—"ﬁ%fﬁw

to Willers concerning census -appointments,. Z Febe I875F Istter - = (dFud 187
om M.F. Willlams to Willers congerning the-proposed appointment = - . -~ '

of a certain person as a depuiy in Hudson N.Y. who:las *Je zed”"

the entire party, 17 4pril 18744 see &lso: Ietter fram IxxxalXfgxtm Henry Stawellt

Willers, 28 Nove. and 8 Dec 1874, /// Detter fram Robert Fimrel to =~ -

De Willers Jr. stating that he suppogtedwri‘mrauthgrast&ate R

Convention and helped him secure—themudnation-of Jadretary of State

but that, in return, Willers has ngt rewarded His loyal King's County

supportersy; thus, Finrel sayz he wtll not male the pame "mistake®® in.

the nmext conventiarm, = 3' but seee letter fram Joslah Te .

Miller to Willers, 25 Dec 1873, and from C.N. Bidler, 2 Dec. 12 73%//f

Letter from Oidson J, Lucker to D. Willars. Jr.. concerning the: position

of Superintendent of Canals, 31 Jan. 1875;. see also Ietter fram Wm, W

Van Do Mach to Willers, 2 Jan. 1874; concerning appointment of canal -

superintendent at Seneca Falls, see Jetter: from Jamés Flunkett to -

Willers, 9 Jan, 1874,xmt D'.E. Slawson to. @1llars, I0 Jag. &EV#reand

GeJ. Magee to Willers, 10 Jan. 1874z see lotter ﬁ"’.“ J.R. Wheeler mmm to )

Willers concerning tlmxappointment to ‘a. clerkship in the ocanal departmenty’ 3

on canal elections and patronage see lesttersfiom Qlarence Opdyke to Calvin

Willers, 24 Jan 187%, and Henry Stowell. to Diedrich Willers Jre + li'eb’. _

18745 see also letter fran—iimsws James ILynoch to Diedrich Willers Jr.,

. 9 Febe B874.///] Letter fram D.D. Lefler to Medrich Willers Jr. re—

estine his help in securing the pramotion of a friend of ‘Lefler's
Mn the ‘N.g. police force, 14 Jan 1873.///letter from Horatio,

Seymour to Diedrich Willers, Jr. asking him not: to publish the - -
namd of a certain Henry J,-Miller in his 1ist of appointees,.
26 Dec. 18733 ///[letter from Stephen Taber to Diedrich Willers, Jre
requesting that part of the printing of the-official canvass of the .
1873 state election be bestowed upon the : iy 29 Dec. 1873
see also letter fram D.A. Lamont to Willers, 29 Dec.. 1873.

A\
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 [ROLITICS cont'd] ﬂm ).1'¢ M Iatter from ¥, De Van Buren to

. Do Willers Jr, warning him to be careful of Alonzo. Cornell — "He is very
cunning and shameless," 30 April 187481/f tic S 1
18743 Tetter from H.P, hols to Diedrich Willers Jr. concerting the

- approaching state convention of the Democratic Barty, 22 Augustl874;:
see also lstier of D. Theodore ¥mm Miersom to WMllers, 23 August 1874;
ase letter from Calvin Willers to Diedrich Willers Sre..
why Diedrich Willers Jr. did not attand the. Democratio State Con~
vention, 20 Sept. 1874, [[f C 1824 :» Sx :
Letter from H.A. Reeves to Diedrich WilIers Jr. comenﬁ.ng the =
forthcammg congress:wnal canvass in Naw Ibrk. _ :

(1 : ' '
EDUCATION: A mumber of oompositiona written as lliﬂx achoaﬂ. a.ssigmments
by Diedrich Willers Jr. on various topics (@.ge."On Misic,” PJohn Calvin,"
"The Govermment of Passi on,™ "Ulrich Zsingli,™ "'me ‘Magnatic Telegraph,"
"Education,” "The Town of Varid,” "On.ths: Nagro: Their Treatment can-
pared with that of the Indians,®),. 4 Novémber IB46 — 2 March 1854;
also, there are a large mumber of undated: : noteu:,. éxmroises, . and speeches
* used in school, 0. 1845-1855, ///Det‘tar Zrom. O, Willers Jr. to 4. Sears
requesting Sears help in se * “élaction as-school can-
missioner in Sensca Count . (2)) School rules written by D,
Willers Jr.. 11 Qote 1852. (3 t. of" the school district librarian (D.W.ir.,)f
Eetter fram Diedriohﬂnsm Jr.: to the editor ofthe 1855«
Sensca Qbserver describing the "Sabbath School Colebration®at Beamytown,
. NoYeo 4 July 18483 the deecription m used for a cmposition on 13 Feb,
1850; see under eduoatiom.)‘ o 5 . .

BALLOON ASAENT: Ietter fram Diadrioh #@1lers Jre to Mesors T. end &.E.
Parker describing  the landing of & ballo' .not- far n'an. his hcm which
had previtously ascended from Geneva,

EQUSSOUTH, m: &scriptd.on Mrioh mlara J'r.r of Kouaaauth's
visit to Auburn'NeXe, 29 May 183 55 ;‘- ek i -

BATTIE OF WATERLOO: 1lstter froam Da.edrich mIara: to J .!T. Grampton. British
Minister to the U,y requesting Crampton's.aid in securing a larger pension
for Willers because of his action at. the Batt:la of We.terloo uzi.th respect

to the ’: death of a French ColoneXs ~ "'

AOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY: Ietter from Diedr:!nh Wmera to ‘the kuerloan Hame
Migsionary Society discussing his aofivities as-a missionary to the foreigh-
born pomlace of Waterloo, NeY., 1 Auge 18533 see letter of the elders of
the German Evangelical Protestant Chnrch in Water100, N, Y. to the Hawe Missionary
Board, 2 May 1853« - .

[Investigations?].
. GOVERNMENT:// Subpoena issued to “Diddrich wnlers Jr. to appear before timx a
N.Y., state Assembly camittae deeiring information fran certain state officers .

1 April 18590

CIVIL WAR DRAFT: Receipt for $50.00 paid by Diedrich Wﬂlers in arder to exempt
17 §+ his son, Calvinm Wllers, from the drafty see also lstters from Diedrich Willb rs

), Jre to Calvin Willers, 18 Aug, l Sebpt, 2fx and 26 Sept 1863- see Totter from
I?“ 7 the District Provost ﬂarshal to Dwdr:!’.cbh Wllers, 8 Decembér 1863,

CIVIL WAR BOUNTIES: Letter from Horatlo Seymour to Diedrich Willers,Jr. stating
that that he intends to ? place before the state legislature a measure relating
to bounties, 15 Dec '
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BeDe
BANAT, 7" ADMINISTRATION (Problems?) Letter from Wi Noxon to Diedrich
Willers Jr. concerning the loss vhich he feels. many lumbermsen in Gswego Gbunty
have suffered since 1863 when the Oneida Lake Canal was cQ csed, 2 March 1874g
see also lstter of Gideon Je Tucker to Willers, 31 Jan. 1875..

—

Eroadside #2889 filed under date of January 9, 1838 in Willers
Papers, identical to Br. ¢77 in Br.. Coll. N. Dean, 1-77.

oo M%W%MMW 19549,
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1875+

Politics: Letter dated 12 Jan. 1875 from John Kelly of N.Y.C. to Diedrich
Willers Jr. (now N.Y.S. Secretary of State}, K. will not come to Albany during
the senatorial race, it might hurt their chance of electing their candidate
(Keenan) , he does not want Murphy elected, M. "“took the lead [in the state
legislature] 'of those who brought disgrace to us and to my mind was the

cause of our defeat in 1871 & 1872."

Politics (canal administration): J.B. Wheeler of Seneca County to D.W. Jr.,
18 Jan. 1875, Wheeler wishes to be appointed to clerkship of Canal Super-
intendent; support from D.W. would bring appointment.

Politics (patronage): Rueben Saegar (of Fayette) to D.W. Jr., 25 Jan. 1875,
asking for clerkship for his son, a grad of Rochester Business University.

Politics (primarily local - Seneca County): John ~to D.W. Jr., 24 Feb. 18
Discussess appointments and strategy. :

Politics (local): Troutman (of Fayette) to D.W. Jr., 9 March 1875, up~
set over their election losses at Fayette. "As you see we lost our supervisor."

Politics (patronage): George Pontius of Syracuse to D.W. Jr., 15 Apr. 1875,
requests appointment as a clerk. He is financially hard up.

Politics (patronage): T.D. Krum to D.W. Jr., 15 Apr. 1875, requests appointment
for a friend to take the census in Arcadia in Wayne County, the friend has been
a lifelong democrat. [There are several letters in the collection during this
period relating to patronage.]

Politics (patronage and census of 1875): D.W. Jr. to , 26 Apr. 1875,
W. is annoyed because the census appointments seem difficult to settle,
especially in Fayette; see also a letter from William Cauldwell of the
Sunday Mercury (29 Apr. 1875) to D.W. Jr. concerning an article in the
Sunday Mercury critical of the census appointments. See also a letter from
Gideon J. Tucker to D.W. Jr. on N.Y.S. politics, 20 May 1875, discusses cen-
sus appointmentsand enumeration.

Politics (re-apportionment): H.B. Stanton to D.W. Jr., 20 Jul. 1875, "The
Republicans will fight desperately to save the Senate - and thus force a
compromise on the apportionment." [Newspaper clipping attached.])

Politics: Henry C. Lisk to D.W. Jr., 26 July 1875, discusses forthcoming
Democratic Ticket. [Other letters on similar subject.] See a draft of a
letter by D.W. Jr., 23 Aug. 1875.
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politics (State Ticket} Draft of letter, 31 Aug, 1875 from D.W. Jr. to
Henry Stowell, concerning delegation (from Seneca Co.?) to State Democratic
Convention, "the sentiment is strongly with Mr. Tilden." Also concerns var-
ious state appointments.

Cross Reference:Samuel J. Tilden

Politics (Seneca County): Lewis Post to D.W. Jr., 25 Oct. 1875. Discusses
forthcoming elections to legislature; problems of defeating Republicans in
Seneca County; A Republican Customs House official "is now in Ovid . . .
They are swarming throughout the state with money in hand. It will be too
bad to tie Tilden up with a Republican Legislature."

Politics «Utica): Philo White to D.W. Jr., 6 Nov. 1875. Discusses election
to legislature in Utica; deplores success of the Canal Thieves; but believes
the incorruptible Tilden will force them to dis-gorge some of their ill-gotten
plunder. :

{During this period there are several letters on patronagel]

Politics (Patronage): George Pontius to D.W. Jr., 13 Nov. 1876, wants D.W.

to help him be reinstated to the census bureau. Feels he has done good work;
but he did not praise the superintendent or play up to his vanity. See also a
letter from Pontius to Willers, 30 Nov. 1876. See also a draft from D.W. to
C.B. Benedict, 23 Nov. 1876.

Politics (N.Y.S.): Daniel S. Lamont (from Albany) to D.W. Jr., 30 Nov. 1876,
"The Greenback, Temperance and Anti-Masonic Tickets gave us much trouble at
the canvass. We are very busy on the canvass for state officers and the
amendments. "

Politics (patronage): William Terrell to D.W. Jr., 1l Dec. 1876, wants D.W.'s help
in securing appointment as Military Secretary. "Governer Robinson does not look
entirely upon a man's political influence, but character and ability (sic.)."
D.W. is highly regarded by Gov. Robinson. See also a letter from Terrell to

D.W. Jr., 23 Jan. 1877. '

Cross Regerence:Lucius Robinson

Politics (state prisons): A.C. Niven to D.W. Jr., 22 Jan. 1877. Discusses
scandals in administration of the state prisons. It isn't easy to unearth such
“"rascality, but the effort should be made . . . ."
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Politics (canal board): Horatio Seymour Jr, to D.W. Jr., 16 Nov. 1877, thanks hi
for his work in the recent election; wants his advice concerning the office of
state engineer in so far as it relates to the canal board.

Politics {re-approtionment): D.C. Robinson {son of Governor Robinson and his
personal secretary) to D.W. Jr., 30 May 1B77, refers to pre-~arranged plan by
legislature to defeat re-apportionment; this defrauds larger counties of
their just rights. )

Politics (N.Y.S.):W.A. Wilkens (editor of the Whitehall Times) to D.W. Jr.,
mentions possibility of a new ticket in the fortheoming canvass; see also
letter of 26 June from Wilkens to D.W. Jr.; see also draft of letter, June
1877, by b.W, Jr., in this he memtions the desire of Democrats in Seneca
and adjacent copnties for a new state ticket.

Politics (local): TIra Aliny to D.W. Jr., 20 July 1877, concerns political
developments in Farmer Village [Interlaken] and Ovid.

Politics (Seneca County): J.B. Thomas to D.W. Jr., 2 Aug. 1877, mentions
that W. is being talked of as candidate for Assembly in the fall elections.

Politics ({Seneca County): P.W. Rhodes of N.¥.C. to D.W. Jr., 8 Aug. 1877,
desires to retain a representative from Seneca -County in the Assenbly who
is sympathetic to N.Y.C.; praises the incumbent.

(Several letters in late 1877 concerning the Democratic ticket.)

Polities (Seneca County): Speech made by D.W. Jr., to Seneca Falls Democratic
Convention after his nomination by acclamation for position in the assembly,

20 Oct. 1877. (Also, several copies of speeches and letters used in the cam-
paign.) D.W. was elected, see letter of John J. Coleman to D.W. Jr., 7 Nov. 1877.

Politics (Seneca County) : to D.W., Jr. {(from Ovid), 3 Dec. 1877, discusses
local politics and election in Seneca County; disturbed that so many Democrats
left the fold.

{Many letters concerning patronage; appointments and drafts of bills for forth-
coming assembly session.}



i + ¢S

Politics (Temperance): D. Davenport (of Trumansberg Landing) to D.W. Jr.,
Feb, (7) 1878, Asks him not to alter law concerning licensing of places
selling alcoholic beverages; "We don't want rum shops granted licenses

in this section."”

Canal Administration: R.A. Sherman to D.W. Jr.,,8 Feb.. 1878, concerning
proposed changes in Canal Administration.

Canal Administration: J.J. Marlette to D.W. Jr., 13 Apr. 1878, discusses
schemes for payment of repairs on the canals in N.Y.S.

Politics (tanal administration patronage): D.W. Jr. to D.S. Lamont, 15

Aug. 1878, is angered that his wishes have not been followed in appointments
to canal superintendent in his own county; see also a letter of 25 Aug. 1878
from Lamont to D.W. Jr.

Politics: James Jones (of Waterloo, N.Y.) to D.W. Jr.,l14 Oct. 1878, dis-
cusses recent county (?} convention and underhanded methods used by the
victorious group.

Politics {Albany County): William Terrell to D.W. Jr., 28 Nov. 1878, comments
on bleak outlook for Democrats in Albany County.

Canal Administration: D.W. Jr. to William Reed, 25 Jan. 1879, concerns re-
pairs needed on the Cayuga and Seneca Canal.

Sullivan’s Expedition: Samuel Earl to D.W. Jr., 30 May 1879, concerning
celebration of centennial of Sullivan's campaign in Seneca County; several
other letters on this.

Politics: Various printed matter on the Gubernatorial election of 1879
between L.C. Robinson and Alonzo B. Cornell.

Politics (Covert, Town of): M.S. Gould to D.W. Jr., 3 Nov. 1879, feels
that the Democrats will carry the Town of Covert, Seneca County, in the
election.

Politics {(New York City): Daniel S. Lamont to D.W. Jr., 26 Nov. 1880, dis-
cusses causes for defeat of Hancock and English in N.Y¥.C., also comments on
future tactics of Democrats on county level.

Religion (German Reformed Church): Series of letters between D.W. Jr. and
J.S8. Stover, Navarre, Ohio, concerning securing a minister for D.W.'s church
{German Reformed in Fayette; his father's churech). D.W. is prepared to offer
$400.00 per annum and no parscnage, 21 July, 25 July, and 28 July, 1881.
Several letters to other clergymen on the same subject.

Politics {mational and state): Daniel S. Lamont to D.W. Jx., 15 Aug. 1881,
concerning candidates in the coming elections.

Politics (local): S.R. Wells to D.W. Jr, 14 Sept. 1882, discusses political
development in Watexloo.

_Politics (local):S. R. Wells (of Waterloo, N.Y.) to bB.W. Jr., 25 Feb. 1880,
discusses development in Dem. Party in Waterloo.
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Obituary notice: Draft swmmary of the life of D.W. Sr. (d. May, 1883),
notes his participation at Battle of Waterloo; his early years in the U.S.;
his pastorate; and contains an account of his funeral. (Probably written
by D.W. Jr.)

Politics(New York State):H.A. Nelson to D.W. Jr., 18 Dec. 1885, informs
D.W. Jr. that he is to be the Deputy Secretary of State.

Politics (national): Daniel S. Lamont to D.W. Jr., 7 Sept. 1890, Mentions
Cleveland, "who always counted you as one of his friends..." Cleveland
doesn't want Democratic nomination, but probably will be nominated. The
Democrats ought to carry the N.Y.S. Assembly, but their organization is

so poor that they will very likely loose it.

Politics (patronage): Draft from D.W. Jr. to Col. (D.S. Lamont?), 24 March
1893. Rddressee is a member of Cleveland's cabinet, D.W. is asking that
Samuel R. Wells be appointed to postmastership at Waterloo. Several drafts
of letters concerning this; one is a draft to Cleveland; all by D.W. Jr.
See also a letter from D.W. Jr. to Lamont, 14 Aug. 1894 and from Henry
Stowell to D.W. Jr., 7 Dec. 1894 and 15 Dec. 1894. These refer to the
appointment of Stowell to be post-master at Seneca Falls.

Politics (patronage): Draft of letter from D.W. Jr. to Val Fleckenstein,

22 May 1893, concerns appointment of postmaster at Fayette. In small towns
post offices are located in stores; there is rivalry between storekeepers
for thé privilege of having post offices; one Edmund C. Rowe of Rochester
is to open a store at Fayette; what are his political views? is he a good
Cleveland Democrat?????

Phrenology: phrenological Report of D.W. Jr., 4 April 1891, by Fowler and

Wells contains a typewritten description of D.W. Jr.'s phrenological char—°[
acteristics and an analysis of their meanings. auhxi.4»¢dlz4uuibt",lﬂbw 07?
KY 3-22.-62.

Cross ReferencetFowler and Wells

Politics (local): Draft of letter of D.W. Jr. to ; 4 Sept. 1893,

Politics: Long draft by D.W. Jr., 17 Jan. 1894, justifying Henry Stowell
as candidate for Seneca Falls postmastership.

In the 1890's many letters in the collection are devoted to local history
and to genealogy; D.W. was interested in both subjects.

Charles Hamilton's notes, 8-59.





