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#96 

Preacher in Elmira, New York, and New York National Guard chaplain. 

Summary: Sermons, notes, reviews, an article about Jabberwocks, F. 
Kennicutt Beecher's phrenological chart, letter from "Sam'I L. 
Clemens" [not an original], certificate of chaplaincy; also, letters from 
Lyman Beecher containing advice and news on family matters, and 
from H. W. Beecher and M. A. Rockwood. 

Indexes: Preliminary listing. 

Cite as: Thomas Kennicut Beecher papers, #96. Division of Rare and 
Manuscript Collections, Cornell University Library. 

1. Beecher, Lyman. 2. Beecher, Henry Ward, 1813-1887. 3.

Rockwood, M.A. 4. Beecher family. 5. New York (State). National
Guard. 6. Phrenology. 7. Family--New Hampshire. 8. Preaching--New

York (State)--Elmira. 9. Elmira (N.Y.)-- Religious life and customs. 10.
Account books. 11. Sermons. 12. Jabberwocks.
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Thomae ltennicut Beeche� Papere ,(l86er-1898) . .,. ,· 
, • ·l ' A Sermons, briefs, outlines, notes, 1850-1898, (2538 pieces) 

Card entries 

: lleech�� •• liiomaa x.' 
__ ��ti- (Preebyterian) �1th 

R�1-.10-1co�l'll!enj) • · , . 
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---- ... .._,._"1, 

I 96 

t,,. 

., 
• · · B • : • Mhceliane·ouii Beecher Paperal (a-h) -'.oont�ine ! eat of etor'ies 

. · · and review orx1ng Lea,; •Problems-of Sociology in l'ng1and"; printed
.' ·. . . · �atter... (one concerning JabbBl'll'OOk'B) i mie9ellanies; Pbr�no.logic�.J� ... 1 ?. «t...4. 1-.!1. Foi,.W\.-1' �chart .of T •. X. lleeober1 -'ccount book, 118!15-1891; 3 leH�Ilk-a.��-';!::/,el/'1,�1114.u(ftf(!) photoetata, �igne(.S.M!.1 t:' o;·e�ens�

1
1 by H, W. llee�r� Certlti-

' cate of T. Jr, lleeoher�iie.plain, lafo, (65 �1ecee) , · . 
, ' • 

• -�� 'l!O� �•1lf1tC,•\9\�J�'11{'' I I ' . • • .,-.,n., ; • ., 1 1 , 
�- �. I ..-.�.,�- , 

· ' Card entries · 
, c{ep�nc..l�t.&T tL\-\. 0;.,�·M.Q· : _ 

. \ . . Beecher, �olllB8 It, LJ,;�n �"''t- '...,-;:-� �.s · h.c\\�-1114 • . . . 01,emena, �amuel IL. ' Or' 
I 

'P tf-Sltl;l(lbl. i\l ,1:.1,1'il'T'.., a01 '01e... 
:1J1,;�1t,&�so1,=-m_,.ephreno1<,-" , .. a l<J· r. C' <\ ......... , 

, ' •1 
o.,'/ L ,..111 JI ,r-1\�t-(\- ...;:,e____e- Con�S.,. \.A>, , 

Jabberwockti t:111,;! t � """ �Ii ;-a, zr t'C10a ta.> f /¥1 _..,A;,Y.,,,,· ,; l'\r�.q�Je.s f?· •,;-•�t' . , I 
lloUeleer . r,:';,�, ),()"'-', (\'\a..rl<.. l L<Ah'\ ,.,emo ,...._, na:, - -
Jccount boo� old!)(N"'"iL.:.1:,11/v, i . .&-�"'· 1>{1.-'!> • &l1o•h -t<.,.:i, 
"'- p It Lf'' J)IV•• � 1 I . ..._ . -.emunt; Co,j 4mha '1W,- .c-

�
·· 1 '\3J�h\0W· •:·-' .lo .�· ��� a.o,..d--� v, .. o 1" 

In., Bo�'. f
"' 
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ll . . ..o;tf) � . � 5..f;tl"'' 
'. "'2.- • • MIL!i1'd(nf · , . · · Jr • · 0 14- lettere:Md 1 ·�at� ot Lyman Beecher to Jamee Beecher at . · 

Dartmouth Ool(ege, IIanQver, I. R, containing advice concerning 
subJocts, eoono�, behavior, and family and pereonal matters, 
1844-1848:, JJ.so'a letter from B, •· 1 Beecberll"to his brother, Thomae, ' 
1848, .Another letter from M, !, Bockwood to Mrs, Groen, concern

� Mi-. Beecher'· at 1fill1ameburg, 1854, ·( � pieces) <'tie lerlev, T"ll� n>"" 
lt.,.�'}.':"°0:i;,�����{p :l..'\

(
19�'1) �C.MO� { ...... � .�, 

C�ntr � �r.. ._ _ � �� � �l<.S., 1/n/to1. · · 

!.), 
In Box � 96 C 

. . . . . . 

Beooher, Tho�as It, -! • 
. 

· •
Beecher,· Jamee 
lleeoher, Lyman 

· Education, ··early
New lngland, Hanover, N, H,

' Hew ·i.ngland, 1f1111omsburg, Maes.
-Cbemll:lle; Co, 1 'F.lmh'a � 

/ 

-Moveu--t-o--lbmU11crip-t Pile 01, '2/...uV 
_.,,, 4,........, ._,J._, "'�"\I.Jo� °i:?)._,htv w",S \i<,'t,_.f 0>\,<\.U4� G4, > ��-v--"I..,_ - .



1homas Xennicut Beecher Papers (continued) 

. :i-tol� �t�L ·-
. . 

Clippings; 2 volumes of clippings; volume "Notable Sermons" 
by Thomas K. Beecher, publ. by Tb.a Osborne Prass, Elmira, N. Y. 
in 1914 by Francee l!'arrar°t"',.._.. Account book of ser:nons !;Uld texts,
ll-#2182. 

Card �ntries 

. ... . .  ' 

Beecher, homas K. 
Farrar, l'rancee . : 

IU<'-l<!r1c.oisermonit � ,.-:---. · r.\. _ . c ·. JC ' .. . . . • l . 

c(-�:----_ �mw,i,: �,, lmha µ . · . , 
In Box 96 D - · · . ; · , · · . . · , '·. · 
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# 96 

LYMAN Bt:EC!IBR LETTERS IN THm�s K. BEE.CHER PAPERS: 

l.ifman Beecher letters to James c. Beecher, while the latter was a 
student at Dartmouth College, 12 items: 

* Walnut Hills, July lJ, 1844, 7 pp.

Walnut Hills, January 15, 1845, 4 pp.

Walnut Hills, February (?) 1845, 8 pp.

Boston, }�y 22, 1845, 4 pp.

New Haven, June 11, 1845, 4 pp.

Walnut Hills, October JO, 1845, 7 pp. (2 pcs.)

Walnut Hills, December 13, 1845, 4 pp.

Walnut Hills, (postmarked Cincinnati, Ohio), November 5, 1846,
6 pp. (2 pcs.) 

Walnut Hills, January 26, 1847, 4 pp. (and 4 pp. draft of same) 

Walnut Hills, March 2, 1848, 3 pp. 

Undated, postmark indistinct except for New York, May 77, 4 pp. 

Undated, (Corner torn off) and no place or postmark (debts, advice) 
4 pp. 

NOTE: Walnut Hills in or near Cincinnati. DAB article on Lyman Beecher (p. 136) 
states that 

11Lane Theological Seminary had been started in Cincinna.ti; and 
Lyman Beecher was chosen as its first president and professor of 
theology •••• In 1832 he removed to Cincinnati to be the head of 
the new seminary, •• " 
J ) 

N .rJ;\/1/65 

Rev. KJ, 4/65 
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Box 15 

Henry Ward Beecher letters to Tho:nas K. Beecher, 3 items: 

November 184-8, 6 pp. (� interpretation of Bible--heart of more use 
than mind) 

January 29, 1849, 7 pp.* / , · 

Undated, 1 p. (begins 11My Dear Tom"), (Also, a photostat of 
same.) 

* Excerpt: 11 • • • As to amusem'ents [ ?] & suchlike questions - It is to � 
be well remarked that Boston is specially insular - Those that � are evangelic are on the self defence & have been for years & � 
have grained into them a fear of ingressive error. Those that H 

are bold & free have been driven to the other extreme & are bold� 
in error - Now it was enough for multitudes that I urged views :i:-

wh[ich] the Unitarians had urged; - and worse than all that I f5
was after[ward?] rapturously applauded. Besides that the New ;:; 
England forms of religious development have always been stern - a�ict 
[? HWB seems to have omitted .a t·10rd here] an impenetrable solemni-�y 
- i.e. the exercise of the organ of veneration in religion is Y82
the habit of some of her best men & Christians. /para./ Now it � 
is not possible to divulge [?] a principle without producing harntrJ 
by it. A change so cautious as to make no mischief must be so � 
slm-1 as to have long perpetuated the very evil complained of - � 
Sometimes gradual changes are best - especially when large interest: 
are concerned - In question of mere morals sudden changes are rrJ.O� 
noisy & violent & effective - There is a sharp distinctness give� 
to opinion [?] often [after?] by an abrupt & strong enforcement o'i
principles. Now in New York the same lecture has not been at all><

so recieved [sic] - Disfavor has been for sectional reasons - � 
�- � 

I could not & would [-word omitted? J school nw tongue to the � m [ ?] ed ways of· a city where narrm:ness [?] had resulted :u 
from long watching of one sect vs. another. If it was a shock tcm 
them to hear free & outspoken things - even new ones - .?,,t was a 5'1 
shock that they needed I shall be pummelled sil��vitt· in ten H 

>-3 

years there will not be a reputable thinker who is not on the ::r: 
same ground." [kj, 2/69] � 
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15 
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15 

15 

15 

15 

15 

Folder Dates 

1 1846-1896 

1 1872-1892 

2 1894 

2 1883, n.d. 

2 1894 

2 1844 

2 n.d.

2 n.d.

2 n.d.

3 n.d.

n.d. 

n.d.

#96 - Thomas K. Beecher Papers 

Description 

The Park Church Anniversary service, 
following the growth and progress of the 
church tlu-ough time, 7 sermons 

7 sermons 

Time and Dr. Beecher Poem a birthday poem, 
written to Rev. T K Beecher in his old age, 
enh·eating him to have good spirits and 
comforting thoughts always. 

15 postcards: 14 to Julia J. Beecher, 1 to T. W. 
Crane 

Leaves from Bermuda notebook 

College of Ohio matriculation certificate 

Artists' rendition of little boys 

Washington National Monument Society 
Certificate 

Confirmation pledge 

Assorted Manuscripts: a written cr.itique by TK 
Beecher on Shakespeare's King Lear. 

Assorted Manuscripts: A title index of short 
stories and letters. 

Assorted Manuscripts:. Children's' stories on 
various entertaining/ �ducational subjects: [ 
body parts; currents; plant growth; myths 
about pigs; things that turn; where things go to; 
curious questions: seconds, iron-making, rust, 
h·ee life cycle; keeping warm: frost, klink; 
Shoe; Private Queer's Knapsack; Gold and 
Greenbacks: money; and Hide & Scrap's Story: 
the tanning process. ] 

4 July 131844 College Letters, Lyman Beecher to son, James: 
general college advice and parental concerns 

1 

N 
v, 
v, 
I 
w 
Vi 

w 
0 



#96 - Thomas K. Beecher Papers 

Box Folder Dates Description 

�15 4 Jan. 15, 1845 College Letters, Lyman Beecher to son, James: 
some mention of a vacation? more advice 

15 4 1845 College Letters, Lyman Beecher to son, James: �
letter of reproach for son's assault of a fellow c en

() 
classmate 

; 
15 4 May 22, College Letters, Lyman Beecher to son, James: () 

0 

1845 warning against temptation, offers 
encouragement, briefly addresses matters of () 

::l 
money and clothing for his son 0 

z 
(/} 

15 4 June l
_J 

College Letters, Lyman Beecher to son, James: 
() 
>-

1845 enh·eats son to come to Christ and repent in his �
?

ways 
�
0

15 4 Oct. 30, 1845 College Letters, Lyman Beecher to son, James: () ::c:
still disappointed r 

53 

15 4 L 13, 1845 College Letters, Lyman Beecher to son, James: 
�
:;,;:,

�
Lyman gets tlu·own from a horse & buggy, () 

some words of encouragement for his son 
0 

�
tt1 

College Letters, Lyman Beecher to son, James: 15 4 Nov. 5, 1846 l' 

c 
mention of travels and wise money handling z 

<: 
tT1 

15 4 Jan. 26, 1847 Lyman to son, Thomas: 
:;,;:, en......

a copy of L to J letter , hopes that Thomas will 
>-l 

:< 

support the plan 
......

>-

15 4 L 26, 1847 College Letters, Lyman Beecher to son, James: 
() 

?> 
settlement reached abQut debt payments, father z 

tT1 

is pleased �
-< 
0 

15 4 Mar. 2, 1848 College Letters, Lyman Beecher to son, James: �
-

Son gets married, is being more affectionate to .p. 
00 
v, 

father, plans to study medicine t.,.) 
I 

v, 
t.,.) 
0 
t...> 

15 4 [May] 1848 College Letters, Lyman Beecher to son, James: 
�

Father is pleased with recent reply but still 0 
.::j 

feels his son should repent !:;.
v, 
I 

t.,.) 
v, 
t.,.) 
0 

2 



#96 - Thomas K. Beecher Papers 

Box Folder Dates Description 
� 

15 4 n.d. James? to Thomas: � 
he doesn't know Professor Greesley? and ;J> 

8 
doesn't want to � 

College Letters, Lyman Beecher to son, James: 
� 

15 4 n.d. c:: 
(/) 

Father is pleased with an affectionate letter sent () 

c: 
to him; debts are still being paid � 

(') 
0 

15 4 Nov. 1848 James? to Thomas: t""' 
t""' 
tT1 

congratulatory letter (') 
..., 
-

0 

15 4 Jan. 29, 1849 James? to Thomas: 
z 
(/) 

happenings in Boston, building plans and some () 

disagreement � 
?> 

15 4 May, 23, M. A. Rockwood to Mrs. Green: � 
0 

1854 letter of affection, talk of Mr. Beecher and his (') 
:I: 

misgivings.

15 5 1879 Newspaper Clippings, Saturday Miscellany: �:;,;,
On various religious, political and comical :< 

() 

subjects : public sentiment/ political concerns, 0 

� remembering Jesus, fasting and solitude, planet tT1 
r:-' 

Venus, marriage, bribery, teachers, prohibition, t""' 

c:: 

miscellaneous z 

tT1 

15 6 1880, 1893 Clippings of sermons printed in newspaper 
:;,;, 
(/) 
-..., 
.>-< 

15 7 1878-1894 Bible analysis, sermon listings -

;J> 

15 8 1875 Certificate of National Guard chaplaincy (') 

? 
z 

15 9 n.d. Letters: Samuel Clemeris, "Father" 
tT1 

� 
>-< 
0 

15 10 1896 Typescript: "Problems of Sociology in England" :;,;, 
� 
...... 
.i,. 

15 11 1849 Prenological chart: F. Kennicut Beecher 00 
v, 
w 
I 

v, 

15 12 1895-1898 
w 

Account book 
0 
N 

� 
15 13 1907, 1924, Clippings reT.K.B. and Mrs. T. K. B., also 

0 

;j 

1929 mentions Samuel Clemens tv 
v, 
v, 
I 
w 
v, 

Lilly Ponte, 6/2000 w 
0 

J. Parker, 7 /2000 

3 




