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ADD 1tl.b/Z/ , 

Diplomas, etc. of Robert Henry Thurston, received from Rare Books July 24, 1968 

Bachelor of Philosophy, Brown University 

Distinction in Civil Engineering, Brown University 

Third Assistant Engineer, U.S. Navy 

Member of Frank~ Institute 
,j 

Second Assistant Engineer, U.S.Navy 

First Assistant Engineer, U.S.Navy 

Member of The American Society of Civil Engineers 

Auth01rization from U.S. State Department to proceed to the 
Vienna Exposition of 1873 

('G±±ation in German) Weltausstellung 1873 in~ 

Member of the Institution of Engineers and Shipbuilders in Scotland 

Salutation from Praeses et Socii Universitatis Brunnensis 

Certificate of Award, International Exhibition, 1876 

Reward on Award of International Exhibition (}!a.chine for Testing 
Strength of Materials) 

v 
Der oesterreichisbae Jngenieur-und Architekten-Perein 

1859 

1859 

1861 

1861 

1863 

1865 

1871 

1873 

1873 

1875 

1874 

1876 

1876 

1877 

15. Commisioniere, State of New Jersey 1877 

16. Member and First President of the American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers 1880 

17. Silver Medal Award in Ninth Cincinnati Industrial Exposition 1881 

18. Citation commemorating Thurston's decision to sever his connection with 
the Stevens Institute of Technology 1885 

19. Companion of the First Class of the Military Order of the L:iyal 
Legion of the United States 1885 

20. Member of the Societ~ industrielle de Mulhouse 1885 

21. Regia Scientiarum Academia 1885 

22. Member of Alpha Chapter of the Sigma Xi 1887 

23. Exposition Universelle de 1889, Republique 1889 

24. Exposition Universellt.- Officier de l'Instruction publique 1889 



25. Diploma de Participation at Exfosition Universelle Congres 
Interna.tionau.x. 

26. The Institution of Civil Engineers (Acknowledges receipt of 
pamphlet on "The Final Improvement of the Steam -Engine" 

27. Citation from Dublin University 
" 

1-1DD, #16/2/40+ 
rec'd. 7-2'+-68 

1889 

1891 

1891 

28. Appointment as District Commissioner for the World's Columbian 
Exposition for the Sixth Judicial District 

29. Life Member of The American Society of Mechanical Engineers 

JO. Member of Advisory Council of the Engineering Congress of the 

31. 
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34. 
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37. 
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World's Columbian Exposition 

State of New York Appointment as an exa.minar of fire-arms 

II .. = Appointment as Commissioner to examine voting 
machines. 

~arter member of George Washington Memorial Association 

Honorary Member of The Franklin Institute 

Citation in Latin from 11:>ndon, England 
.. 

Companion of the Naval Order of the United States and Member 
of the New York Commandery 

Greetings - The American Philosophical Society 

Salutem (in Latin) n.d. 
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was so 
Thurston.. Faith, hope and 'rl.gor wen _._...., ... ..,. ... .,. 

went knocldng •s e10tirs 
intent on bis gloVin&: 

a person could ~ bis behind. the luxuriant beard -
when knocked at doors, people prompt.q inY.ited. him in. He was a 
midWifo h-1.¢.ng to an incredible new acienti.f'i~ering era 
into the world. He knew bu subject bit mMd8d 

His enthusiasm was 
r.tl.lllonaires ................ .. 

en~ring 
~p$CiiliHd. future st~ from 

:i.a.Emcie, Rhode Island, wber. bis manufactured steam ... ,."f'~.a<" ..... 

Even ao a child ho want.Gd n. t.e a hiatoey ot the steam engine, a 
have t\tlfi.lled Ube lived to 

graduation 1859, from Brown Uni-wr»ity, worked in 
then 1861 ~ a. .sbip 8 $ engineer in the Union 

.. m.r, he taught the Na-nl AcadMzy' .. 
o~ the engineering profession 1n 

0£ and ~rim~ntal ?hilo~ophy .. 

its Cornell University• s existence 
teaching o.f the agricultural mechanical arts .. But. 

uu,,u~·· the macbuni.cal :,.rts wore ~recy dear to founder Ezra Cornell 
trustee Hiram .Sibiey. one tirr;e partners in the telegraph , 

ao .Little ;,rC'vision was made for this subject during tr.a first ye:1r of 
that the profesaor in ohnrce spent time t0a.cbing 
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Deecription 
on 

Thurston Papers trom 
Oates in this space 

... ..-.,r_ ... .,. .... mentioned 
and ax.plan& tion his Aladdin LiO<:>Ke1r 

"'" ,.u.,,,., an essay bas written which will .form the 
of a lecture ha5 been asked Cornell. In this essay 
he ff• •• attempted to put the various theories the economic 
into forrr., and to apply them to the conditions a community 
thousand correBponding all its proportions of work and 
to the sixty million who !lake up the popul&tion o! the 
States.. this it has become very to apply the theory of 
George, collective idea of the- Socialists, the protective and 
trade , the cheap moneyidea, &e,&c ••• u 

papers include six letters from Francis Walker, 1866-1889, 
concerning lectures at Cornell. In one. February 1889, he remarks 
"· •• at the Institute I.T.]. the question building or not 

J much like the question to or not to be. You sae we have no Henry 
W. Sage to build colleges & libraries & laboratories for us, as soon as 
we need them. Our only resource is to run into debt and wish to the future 
to dig us out .. 11 



Thur at on I 16/S/39 

(ll pp .. ) AD"vl•s lland~tting on background and quali!icntions 
for varioua cru-.d1datce for Profossoi"' of Msohanical Eng. 'Thurston 1s 
ninth and last on the list. ADW writes "La.flt but by no aeans least .... , 
in fact in m;;my respects firat .... .,a recognized authorlty .. ,. .reeardsd 

·by macy a.a too theoretical ... but bya.U with high respect .... u 

Serl.er$ six letters. May 18, 188.S-June 1855, from Thurston to 
Andrew D .. ~'bite (in Sibley Coliei:g~Papers, not. lll'hiW Papers) concerning 
ths terms of his accepting an appointment at. Comoll and bis plans for 
improving and expanding the engineering program ot the Universityi 
wt.,.. shall coma with tho one obj90t a£ r:w.king a great and successful· 
school of Sibley College.n ' 

There on& two-page letter from Hiram Sibley Whits written in 
respen~o to the latter•s request for advice on the question of employing 
Thurston. June 8, 1885; ha concurs in Whi"te•a. dec16ion, 11lthough he doubts 
the m.$dom of paying him eo high a·eala.r,yf, and goes on to discuss other 
business .. 

letter. May 18, 188.S. to \Mt& f'rom Walter c. Kerr of the NTO .firm 
of Westinghouse. Church, Ke:rr & Co .. • in ~cll ha states tbn.t he thin!m 
wculd ta un·wiae to r:121.m overtures to 'fhur.ston, 11<-bo he feels has a big name 11 

but whose work is not or tbs thorough nature req'Uired,. On bottom, ft.IM 
pencilled, ttThis was reo'dafter I had a convereation nth Mr .. Sago (whose 

will oo oheckoo.la.ter] ... written Mr .. Thurston & invited him to 
!thaoa.. Am·ZW 

letter to A!fd, May 21, 1885 from 
com.•wanding Thurston highly. 
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1896 ar~ fif'tMn 
to they•" concerned ohi.efl7 with College and 

with some mention of poli\1oal 
wenta. tb\}re 18 a corrected. dn.lt (8 pp .. typescript) or 
utter. Dece~ 169?, gi:rlq Thurston a detailed, am 
muu . .,11n, account of role founding S1.bley College .. 

pre~ tbere are other 
in AD'W' a papers, but will moessaey un an item-

b.Y•it,• aback the chronological checkllat vbich is ov 
aid period.. Since it uli?a,,iJ.LQI 

dom- ..,,.._,,~-



oorreapondence a.ac1re.ss11a. 
th~ 

Include pertai.ning acaept.anoe of 
Direot"Dr Sibley College, 19041• lettar:d ottering 

proapecti w stud•:nta, others OOliwtin.tw 

nnte and tl.w.m.1 eontacta .. Corr&spond.a.te include llf.&..1.~ 

Qeorp Lineoln imT, John Henr,r OOR&t.ook, nanmut 
Dix, Holloway t 

Walter Will.1.am D... Mount, 
PutlW'I, A.ndrw' Wbi te .. 

2 

l 

• The Committee Pap$rs 
con on tbti choice Smtb .. Dexter 

Kimba.11 wrote fa."!Orably :Oeoet>E,r 10. 190); a number 
of whom would haw pn!erred. Durand, weN 

appointment~. 




